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the Lord Lesson for February 5 in this issue may be pretty fluent in prayer in the shall not be moved” (Psa, 16:8). Be- 
vitnesses presence of others. There is strength in fore praying aloud, it is sometimes well 


komen €-—The Fiest Gentle Cherch, to think how we would feel and what we 


ong wit- ‘Aisén 1ir80 to 18:8 united prayer, and it is a thoroughly 
e armed wnne teal 7 Scriptural plan with many promises to would say if the Lord Jesus were actu- 
Gospel nemo oa. Old Story” support it. But we need to be exceed- ally in the room in His bodily presence. 


Surely our spirits would be awed and 
subdued and our words would be most 
carefully chosen! We cannot see Him 


ingly careful not to allow prayer with 
others to take the place of private 
prayer. No Christian life can be robust 
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and wholesome unless time is spent alone 
with God in the study of the Word and 
in prayer. When praying aloud in a 
prayer meeting, we need to think first 
of God, second of others, and last, if 
at all, of ourselves. Giving God the pri- 
mary place, and having a keen con- 
sciousness of His presence, will guard 
us against irreverence, thoughtless and 
meaningless expressions, and the desire 
to make an impression by our eloquence 
and great fervency. We must remember 
that we are talking to God, not preach- 
ing to others. It is especially needful 
when we pray in public to do as David 
did: “I have set the Lord always before 
me: because he is at my right hand, I 


now, but the Lord Jesus is present, as 
He said He would be, wherever two or 
three are gathered together in His name 
(Matt. 18:20). After we have offered 
our worship and praise to God, we can 
safely remember the needs of those who 
are present with us or friends or loved 
ones at a distance; and we ought to be 
careful not to mention too many personal 
needs when praying in public. “Where 
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is lib- 
erty” (2 Cor. 3:17); but, even in united 
prayer, it is well to remember Paul’s 
other word, “For, brethren, ye have been 
called unto liberty; only use not liberty 
for an occasion to the flesh, but by love 
serve one another” (Gal. 5:13). 
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To blossom into fruitful deeds; 
But all the glory goes to Him 
From whom our strength proceeds. 


He sends the dew and rain, 
And with the warmth of sunny skies 


“C)' ALL human writings,” we 
read in Calvin’s “Institutes of 
Christianity,” “there is none, 
with whatsoever artistry it is polished 


and decorated, which has power to move 
Then quoting 


























You are face to face with this unique 
book, your Bible. You have had this 
experience. These printed characters, 
these pages, which you are perhaps 
reading only from a sense of duty and 
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of Faith, finds its unshakeable founda- 
tion in the witness of the Holy Spirit. 
II. WHENcE Comes Its AUTHORITY? 

This is not the place to give a lesson 
in theology, but I ought at least to jus- 
tify the title of this study by summar- 
izing very briefly the thought of Calvin 
on the witness of the Holy Spirit. The 
Catholic doctrine was that the value of 
the Bible and its authority came to it 
from the Church: that it was the Church 
which formed its canon and which is its 
master and guarantor, and consequently 
has the sole right to interpret it. “But,” 
wrote Calvin, “what then becomes of the 
poor consciences who seek certain assur- 
ance, if the eternal truth was founded on 
the judgment of men alone?” Certainly 
it was the churches of the second and 
third centuries which fixed the canon of 
the New Testament, as the synagogue 
had done for the Old Testament. But 
the choice of these books was imposed 
on them by an authority other than their 
own. The Gospel was not born of the 
Church. It was the Church which was 
born of, the Gospel. 

Recall these primitive assemblies. The 
last witnesses of the acts and words of 
Jesus had passed to their graves. Per- 
secution growled without. Only an ir- 
resistible faith and a desire to know 
the Lord better could bring the early 
Christians together, in spite of danger. 
Alongside oral tradition circulated the 
Gospels. Those writings alone were kept 
whose vivifying force gave them credit 
to the most diverse groups and in which 
Christians could hear God speak. 

The Reformers applied the same prin- 
ciple. The Spirit who had inspired the 
writers of the Holy Books inspired the 
readers also. As Calvin wrote: “Even 
in its own majesty it has enough to ex- 
cite reverence, yet it begins truly to 
touch us when it is sealed in our hearts 
by the Spirit. Illuminated by Him, we 
feel that divinity is here expressing its 
power. The Scripture will give us sav- 
ing knowledge of God only when assur- 
ance is supported by the inner persua- 
sion of the Holy Spirit.” 


III. THe WritTEN WorpD AND THE 
Livinc Worp 

When we approach the Bible, then, it 
is less a book which we meet than a 
living person. Did not the Jews know this 
when they engraved on their great folio 
Bibles, “This is none other but the house 
of God and this is the gate of Heaven”? 

“But,” they asked of the Reformers, 
“what proof have you that it is the 
Spirit of God and not your own spirit 
which interprets the Scripture to you?” 

“No other proof,” they answered, 
“than the clearness, the force, the conso- 
lations which its witness gives. Life 
does not prove; it reveals itself by crea- 
tive action and all in the depths of the 
soul that seeks to live recognizes it and 
responds.” 

This attestation of God to Holy Scrip- 
ture was the authentic mark of our fore- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


fathers’ piety. How many examples 
French Huguenot history affords! The 
printer Jean Morel, martyr, replied to 
his judges who dwelt on his ignorance: 
“I am, indeed, not much versed in holy 
letters, yet I can learn what is necessary 
for my salvation. Passages which I find 
difficult I pass over until it pleases God 
to give me understanding of them.” 
What submission wedded to faith ! 

“Whence comes your assurance?” they 
asked the martyr Pierre Chevet in the 
course of his examination. 

“It is written,” he replied, “that all 
shall be taught of God. Why should I 
not know what belongs to my salvation 
when I have so good a teacher as the 
Holy Spirit?” 

“Do you dare say you have the Spirit 
of God?” 

“I am of the sons of God,” replied 
Chevet, “and His Spirit has been given 
me as earnest of my adoption.” 

The certitude of the children of God! 
They lived and died tranquilly with their 
Bibles. It was the voice of their Father 
which guided their steps, calmed their 
sufferings, quieted their agony, opened 
to them the door of Heaven. 

This explains why the Bible remains 
a dead letter to so many readers. They 
only read and God does not speak. 
“Now neither sermons, nor books, nor 
Scripture, nor the Gospel, nor miracles, 
nor sacraments,” wrote Pascal, “can ef- 
fect anything for the conversion of the 
sinner, if God is not present in them. 
One will never believe with an effective 
belief unless God inclines the heart.” 
This is, in‘so many words, the witness 
of the Holy Spirit to the inner man. 


IV. In Wuat Sprrir Must WE READ 
THE BIBLE? 

The Spirit can speak to us in the Bible 
and make it living to us only on certain 
conditions. It opens itself only to those 
who, according to the expression of the 
Psalmist, find in it their delight and 
meditate upon it day and night. It has 
treasures concealed in “the eternal hills” 
(Deut. 33:15) which can be uncovered 





Coming Next Week 


ANY Christians do not grasp 

the meaning of the marvel- 
ous opportunity for the widespread 
distribution of the Scriptures in 
Japan that confronts believers to- 
day. The executive director of The 
Pocket Testament League, Inc., Mr. 
Alfred A. Kunz, has just returned 
from a visit to the islands. His 
inspiring story of God’s working 
among the Japanese will be told 
in next week’s Sunpay ScHOOL 
Tres. It will include General 
Douglas MacArthur’s personal ap- 
peal for the laying of a foundation 
for a true and living faith in Japan 
by a wide distribution of the 
Scriptures. 
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only by persevering seekers. Persistent 
study alone can make the Bible familiar 
to us and enable us to recognize, among 
all the voices, the inner voice of the 
Holy Spirit. 

We ought to approach it first with 
humility. The first consequence of the 
Spirit’s intervention is, according to 
Jesus Himself, to convince us of sin. We 
must approach the Bible bent under the 
weight of our spiritual misery. One 
said to his pastor: “I come to God as 
an honest and sincere seeker. Why does 
He not respond to me?” “It is because 
you do not come as a sinner,” was the 
reply. We must come to the Great 
Physician with the sincerity of the sick 
who conceal nothing. We must come 
to the Light with the firm decision to 
bring everything to light; to the Truth 
with thirst to know and acknowledg. 
ment of ignorance. But very often we 
fear the Physician, fear the Light and 
the Truth, and the Bible remains a 
closed book to us, 

We ought especially to approach with 
obedience. Of all commentators, after 
Christ, obedience is the best: “If any 
man will do his will, he shall know” 
(John 7:17). This submission without 
reserve to the Holy Spirit, imposing 
silence on our own will, creates in us 
the void which God fills. 

Whoever reads the Bible as it ought 
to be read does not engage in solitary 
reading but in converse with a living 
person who knows how to speak to our 
souls. “He shall glorify me: for he shall 
receive of mine, and shall shew it unto 
you” (John 16:14). “It is not the office 
of the Holy Spirit,” remarked Calvin, 
“to imagine new revelations, but rather 
to seal and confirm in our hearts those 
which are offered us in the Gospel.” 


(Continued on page 50) 
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Notes on Open Letters 
“The Old, Old Story” 


In the Trues for December 10 there 
appeared a letter from a Washington 
reader who quoted some lines from an 
old poem entitled “The Old, Old Story.” 
The Editor wishes to thank a number 
of readers who have sent copies of the 
poem and have supplied more informa- 
tion about it. 

The first part of the poem quotes 
stanzas from the well-known hymn, 
“Tell me the old, old story, of unseen 
things above.” The second part, entitled 
“The Story Told,” traces the history of 
redemption from the Garden of Eden to 
Pentecost. Finally an appeal is made 
to the reader to accept this “great sal- 
vation,” which “Jesus loves to give!” 
Copies of the poem may be had in a 
four-page leaflet at 30 cents per hundred 
copies from the Walterick Printing Com- 
pany, 816-818 First Avenue South, Fort 
Dodge, Iowa. 
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E Spirit-taught Christian accepts 
the testimony of the Lord Jesus to 
Scripture as decisive and final. 


The Lord Jesus testified to the Scrip- 
tures in the following ways. 


I. He ACKNOWLEDGED THEIR DIVINE 
AUTHORSHIP 

In a controversy with the scribes. and 
Pharisees concerning the oral traditions 
that they were holding and inculcating, 
the Lord quoted the written words of 
Moses, and acknowledged them to be 
“the word of God.” He said, “For lay- 
ing aside the commandment of God, ye 
hold the tradition of men.” And again, 
“Full well ye reject the commandment 
of God, that ye may keep your own 
tradition.” And then, He called the Law 
of Moses “the word of God” (Mark 7: 
1-13). At another time He taught that 
the Holy Spirit is the author of the 
Scriptures. In Mark 12:36 He quotes the 
words of Psalm 110:1. He declared the 
Holy Spirit to be the author of that 
Psalm: “For David himself said by the 
Holy Ghost, The Lord said to my Lord, 
Sit thou on my right hand, till I make 
thine enemies thy footstool.” The Greek 
is very emphatic here, using the defi- 
nite article “the” twice, thereby teach- 
ing that the Holy Spirit was the orig- 
inating source of the words, and David 
the human penman. 

There is a famous and well-known 
book in the New Testament written by 
one Tertius, yet the Church of Christ 
has never considered him the author 
of- that book. Yet, he emphasizes the 
fact that he wrote the Letter to the 
Romans. The literal rendering of Ro- 
mans 16:22 is, “I salute you, I [Ego, 
Greek] Tertius, who wrote the [this] let- 
ter.” He was the amanuensis; Paul was 
the author of the Letter to the Romans. 
Though the Bible has come to us in 
the words of men, yet it is in truth the 
Word of God (1 Thess, 2:13). 


Il. THe Lorp Jesus ACKNOWLEDGED THEIR 
ANTIQUITY 

He very definitely ascribed the Book 
of Exodus to the pen of Moses: “Have 
ye not read in the book of Moses?” 
(Mark 12:26), and the quotation used 
is from Exodus. That statement makes 
the Book of Exodus very ancient. He 
ascribed the Book of Leviticus to Moses. 
In Matthew 8:4 He said to the cleansed 
leper, “Shew thyself to the priest, and 
offer the gift that Moses commanded.” 
The reference is to Leviticus 14. He 
ascribed the Book of Deuteronomy to 
the pen of Moses. In His disputes with 
the Pharisees about divorce, He said to 
them, “What did Moses command you? 
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The Lord Jesus and the Scriptures 


How He quoted from many books in His teaching 
and thereby put His approval on them 


There is perhaps no more striking 
example of the power of the Scrip- 
tures than that found in the record 
of the temptation of the Lord Jesus 
in the desert when, with three mas- 
terly strokes of the Sword of the 
Spirit, He drove off the Devil, “and, 
behold, angels came and ministered 
unto him” (Matt. 4:11). This is only 
one of the examples given by Dr. 
Petrie in this article. He has di- 
vided his interesting study into seven 
parts, using seven principal words 
all beginning with the same letter, a 
plan that makes it easy for readers to 
commit to memory his main points. 
Dr. Petrie is a member of the faculty 
of the Simpson Bible Institute, 
Seattle, Wash., and a number of his 
editorials have appeared in The 
Sunday School Times. 








And they said, Moses suffered to write 
a bill [biblion, Greek] of divorcement, 
and to put her away. And Jesus an- 
swered and said unto them, For the 
hardness of your heart he wrote you this 
precept” (Mark 10:3-5). That “precept” 
is written in Deuteronomy 24:1. Fur- 
thermore, the Lord Jesus ascribed the 
books of Genesis and Numbers, in fact, 
the books called the Pentateuch, to 
Moses. In John 5:46, 47, we read: “For 
had ye believed Moses, ye would have 
believed me: for he wrote of me. But 
if ye believe not his writings, how shall 
ye believe my words?” Moses’ “writ- 
ings” are the ancient books of the Penta- 
teuch — Genesis through Deuteronomy. 
In each of those books are prophecies 
of Christ, and since the Lord Jesus said 
of Moses, “He wrote of mé,” Moses is 
therefore the writer of those books, and 
their antiquity is well established. 

Thomas Horne in his “Introduction” 
(1834) says of the antiquity of the Old 
Testament: “We still have those identi- 
cal books, which the most ancient Jews 
attested to be genuine—a benefit this 
which has not happened to any ancient 
profane books whatever. Indeed, as no 
authentic books of a more ancient date, 
except those of the Old Testament are 
extant, it is impossible to ascend higher 
in the search of testimony.” 

That Moses could and did write the 
books of the Pentateuch is the strong 
asseveration of the Lord Jesus. Blessed 
be God! ‘ 

III. THe Lorp Jesus ACKNOWLEDGED THEIR 

AUTHENTICITY 


By authenticity is meant the historical 
accuracy of the facts recorded, and the 
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By ARTHUR PETRIE, Th.D. 


reliability of them, and the worthiness 
of their acceptance prima facie (literally, 
on first appearance). 

I have already shown that the Lord 
Jesus attributed the Book of Exodus to 
the pen of Moses. In Mark 10:6, 7, 8, 
He testified to the authenticity of Genesis 
1 and 2. In John 8:44 He indicates the 
authenticity, of Genesis 3, when He 
speaks of the Devil as “a liar.” He 
showed the truthfulness of Genesis 4 
when He spoke of Satan as “a mur- 
derer.” In Matthew 24:37-39 He affirms 
the historicity of Genesis 6 through 9. 
Furthermore, He confirmed the truthful- 
ness of Genesis 12 through 50 by nam- 
ing “Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob,” 
as historical persons (Matt. 8:11). 

He taught that the experience of the 
prophet Jonah as recorded by that 
prophet. was factual (Matt. 12:39-41). 
To the Spirit-taught Christian, the 
authentication of the Lord Jesus is 
enough and is accepted. 


IV. THe Lorp Jesus ACKNOWLEDGED THEIR 
ABIDINGNESS 


His favorite expression when quoting 
Scripture was, “It is written.” That 
expression is one word in the original 
—gegraptai. It means it “has been writ- 
ten,” and remains written. It indicates 
the permanency and abidingness of what 
was written. 

The abidingness of Scripture is fur- 
ther shown in the words of the Lord 
Jesus, “The scripture cannot be broken” 
(John 10:35). Scripture must therefore 
remain, as written, till fulfilled. 

The abidingness of the Scripture is 
also set forth in the Lord’s words in 
Matthew 5:18, “Till heaven and earth 
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no 
wise pass from the law, till all be ful- 
filled.” “The word of our God shall 
stand for ever” (Isa. 40:8). “Heaven 
and earth shall pass away, but my words 
[God’s words] shall not pass away” 
(Matt. 24:35). Hallelujah! 


V. THe Lorp Jesus ACKNOWLEDGED THEIR 
APPLICABILITY 


Though written sc long before, He 
applied them to the people of His time. 
On one occasion He sent the Pharisees 
to the prophecy of Hosea, saying, “Go 
ye and learn what that meaneth, I will 
have mercy, and not sacrifice” (Matt. 
9:13). On another occasion He made the 
ancient words of Isaiah apply to the 
people of His own generation: “And 
in them is fulfilled the prophecy of 
Esaias . . .” (Matt. 13:14). And again 
He applied Isaiah to the scribes and 
Pharisees, saying, “Ye hypocrites, well 
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did Esaias prophesy of you .. .” (Matt. 
15:7). 

When He said, “Remember Lot’s wife,” 
He was teaching that the historical rec- 
ord of Genesis 19 has application today. 
In one all-inclusive statement the Lord 
shows the present applicableness of the 
Scriptures: “Search the scriptures, for 
in them ye think ye have eternal life: 
and they are they which testify of me” 
(John 5:39). In John 5:45 the Lord told 
the people that the writings of Moses 
had accusing applications to them: 
“There is one that accuseth you, even 
Moses, in whom ye trust.” Matthew 
Henry well says, “The Scripture is teach- 
ing to this day, though the penmen of 
it are gone.” 


VI. Tue Lorp Jesus ACKNOWLEDGED THEIR 
AUTHORITY 


The rich man of Luke _ 16:19-31 
thought: If only someone would go 
from Hades to my brothers living on the 
earth, and testify to them, surely they 
would not join me in “this place of tor- 
ment.” But what is the answer to that? 
“They have Moses and the prophets; let 
them hear them” (Luke 16:29). The 
power of the Bible to speak with author- 
ity is shown to be stronger than the 
testimony of one from the dead (Luke 
16:31). 

The authority of Scripture is such that 
it is forbidden by the Lord to abrogate 
one least commandment (Matt. 5:19). 
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VII. Tue Lorp Jesus ACKNOWLEDGED THEIR 
ABILITY 


In His quotations of the Scriptures in 
Matthew 4, He acknowledged the abil- 
ity of the Scriptures to sustain in temp- 
tation: “It is written, Man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God.” He acknowledged their ability 
when used rightly to enable one to over- 
come the wicked one: “Get thee hence, 
Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt wor- 
ship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt ‘thou serve. Then the devil 
leaveth him” (Matt. 4:10, 11). He 
thereby illustrated the words of 1 John 
2:14, “The word of God abideth in you. 
and ye have overcome the wicked one.” 
The Lord acknowledged the ability of 
the Scriptures to teach and preach. He 
said, “For all the prophets and the law 
prophesied until John” (Matt. 11:13). 
The word “prophesied,” as used by 
Christ, is not limited to foretelling of 
future events, but is also used of forth- 
telling, to teach and to preach God's 


‘Word (1 Cor. 14:3). 


Let us thank God for the testimony 
of Christ to the Scriptures. From Him 
we learn and are assured that they are 
of divine Authorship, of great Antiquity, 
of trustworthy Authenticity, of enduring 
Abidingness, of present-day Applicabil- 
ity, of heavenly Authority, and of pow- 
erful Ability. , 

SEATTLE. 


Il. My Christian Experiences in the U.S. Army 


The concluding part of a testimony, begun last week, 
to God's protecting care and keeping power 


By MAJOR GENERAL W. K. HARRISON, Jr. 


T HAS been my privilege to have good 

friends among the faithful chaplains 
in the Army. Some people have asserted 
that no minister has the moral right to 
be a chaplain. I would only ask why a 
young American boy in the Armed 
Forces hasn’t just as much right to hear 
the Gospel as anybody else. I have often 
thought that a Protestant chaplain’s job 
in the Army is a very difficult task to 
do well. If the chaplain has not a liv- 
ing and abiding faith in Christ, does 
not have the salvation which God so 
freely gives, what does he have to offer? 
Naturally, I cannot answer such a ques- 
tion from the point of view of that man, 
but it would seem to me that religion 
which cannot get beyond man’s own in- 
tellect: g:1 and moral limitations is about 
the most futile thing in life. The be- 
lieving chaplain has a different problem. 
'Inlike a pastor in a church, he does 
not have his own congregation, which 
is a little community of believers with 
similar doctrines, ideas of church laws 
and rules of procedure, and a common 
objective. Such congregation as a Prot- 


estant chaplain has may be composed of 
people who are loosely called Protestants, 
but who differ widely from one another 
in their religious beliefs and practices. 
Sometimes ‘a chaplain may have the sup- 
port of the commanding officer and other 
officers; sometimes he doesn’t. I should 
say that a born-again chaplain in his 
work is constantly faced with the dis- 
couragement of his tasks and quickly 
must learn that only in the Lord is there 
help. I have an idea that some of them 
may feel as alone as did Elijah. In this 
connection, I am happy to observe that 
during the combat operations in Europe, 
the believing chaplains of the infantry 
division of which I was a member did 
definitely have something to offer and 
they went to the place where the men 
needed them, even in the front lines. 
While I have no way of knowing the 
minds of other men, I have sometimes 
wondered what would be my reaction 
were I a chaplain without salvation or 
a Redeemer. What would I have to of- 
fer men in the fox holes of the front 
lines where the shells and bullets cause 
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fear and death? Would it be easy for 
me to find some reason for not going 
there and to give such ministry as I had 
to men well to the rear? 

During the war I read somewhere that 
some chaplain had made the remark that 
there are no atheists in fox holes. | 
think that any soldier who has been in 
fox holes out in the open under fire 
recognizes the truth in the statement. 
Many men are tough (or think they are) 
and deny God, or maybe they just don't 
even give any thought to God while 
things are going along normally. When 
fear overtakes them in battle, which it 
always does, and when the instant of 
timie may be their last, they often, with- 
out realizing it, call aloud on God. Then 
when the danger is over, they get up 
just as profane and obscene as they ever 
were. In keeping with many others who 
observed the fact, it was noticeable that 
men’s attention to religious matters was 
much stronger during times of danger 
than otherwise. I doubt that this danger 
resulted in the salvation of many. With 
many people, religion is something to 
put on or take off in accordance with 
one’s needs at the moment. I am sure 
that salvation comes as a result of hear- 
ing God’s Word, which convicts man of 
sin against God and points him to the 
Redeemer. It was interesting and en- 
couraging to see many who were Chris- 
tians reading their Testaments in the 
front lines. Until one is stripped of his 
own self-confidence and self-righteous- 
ness, it is difficult to realize the blessed- 
ness and comfort that come from the 
Word of God. John 14:20 was always a 
great comfort to me. I know that be- 
cause Christ is in the Father, nothing 
is too difficult for Him. He knows all 
of our problems and can meet all of 
our needs. Because I am in Him, I know 
that nothing from outside can touch me 
except it be subject to His will. Be- 
cause He is in me, I can depend on Him 
for courage and guidance and anything 
that I might need within myself. I have 
many times wondered what would have 
been my reaction if I had not had this 
assurance. 

During combat operations, my job was 
such that I was frequently exposed to 
danger. I had a number of very, very 
narrow escapes which included being 
wounded by shell which might just as 
well have killed me: being blown up 
in the air by bombs which exploded just 
thirty feet from me in the open; having 
shells burst very close to me; or being 
fired at by machine guns whose bullets 
missed me by inches. I suppose that 
many other men had just as narrow es- 
capes. I am sure that God protected 
me, and I have often heard that my men 
thought so, too. On the other hand, 
many Christian men lost their lives in 
battle. God’s ways are inscrutable, and 
we know that even the hairs of our 
heads are counted. Why God should 
keep one from harm to serve Him on 
the earth and allow the other to die 
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and to join the Lord, we cannot under- 
stand. Sometimes Christian people feel 
that the loss of a loved one is not in 
accordance with God’s love. I think 
they forget that the departed one has 
gone to be with the Lord. The fact that 
God has different assignments for dif- 
ferent people should not seem strange. 
In an infantry division in battle, some 
men must lead the assault close to the 
enemy, fully exposed to fire, and many 
of them lose their lives or are wounded. 
The remainder are under continual sense 
of danger and possible instantaneous 
death. Other men in the division, under 
orders by the same division commander, 
have relatively safer jobs farther to the 
rear and often in secure dugouts. No 
one questions the propriety of the sys- 
tem. Neither should we Christians ques- 
tion the destiny that God has in store 
for us. Men who command others in 
battle make mistakes that result in death 
for other men, but the Eternal God never 
makes a mistake. 

One of the great blessings in being a 
Christian is that one finds fellow be- 
lievers everywhere, not many, but real. 
While just over the border of Holland 
in Germany near Aachen, a friend at 
home suggested that I visit Brussels to 
meet Mr. Vansteenberghe, co-director 
of the Belgian Gospel Mission. During 
a brief lull in the operations I drove 
back one afternoon in my jeep. The 
next morning I called on him and we 
had two days of happy fellowship. We 
both had the same Lord, the same new 
life, and the same Spirit. I felt as though 
we had known each other for many 
years. While we were still in England 
before the invasion, I visited a town 
on the south coast, Bogner Regis, where 
one of our regimental commanders had 
invited me to witness a baptism of two 
of his men in a little Baptist church. 
In the dusk I got lost and ended up at 
the wrong church, a little late. How- 
ever, only after being there for a third 
of the services did I realize that it was 
not a Baptist church but a Methodist 
church. I gained ‘great benefit from the 
services and the sermon. Later I met 
the pastor and found another true be- 
liever and Christian comrade. Since 
the war, during two and a quarter years 
in Japan, I have met a number of Jap- 
anese Christians, as well as a number of 
our missionaries there. I find the same 
faith, the same salvation, the same Lord 
among them all. One hears today a 
great deal about unifying the denomin- 
ations and churches. My experience is 
that, there is unity, real unity, among 
saved men, even though their language 
may differ and the particular procedures 
and government of their churches may 
differ. I have noticed this same unity 
in American groups like the Gideons, 
Youth for Christ, and the Christian Busi- 
ness Men’s Committee, where real be- 
lievers of different denominations meet 
to have fellowship together and praise 
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the same Lord. Although I am a con- 
vinced premillennialist, I have found 
true Christian fellowship with saved 
men who differ from me on this point. 


The situation that I saw in Japan em- 
phasizes the need for Christians to be 
zealous in supporting the missionary 
work, not only there but throughout 
the world. The Japanese are no longer 
under anti-Christian restraints. They 
seem to be open-minded and desirous 
of learning about Christianity. This is 
their great opportunity, and it is the 
opportunity of Christians in the United 
States. The Church was told to preach 
the Gospel to every creature. There 
are nearly eighty million people in 
Japan. For centuries the Japanese have 
lived in the darkness of Buddhism and 
Shintoism. It hardly seems possible for 
the door to be opened for the Gospel 
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suddenly and as widely as it has in 
Japan. It is essential that those who 
belong to the Lord Jesus Christ and who 
believe His Word make every effort to 
get the true Gospel to the Japanese. Nor 
does this effort mean that the mission- 
ary work in other fields should be re- 
laxed. The Gospel is for the lost people 
of the world, and the world is full of 
them. j 

In a relatively few years I shall have 
completed my career in the Army. ! 
would like to say to any young or dis- 
couraged Christian that while I have 
failed God many times, He has never 
failed me, and I know that He never will. 
What God has done for me, He has done 
not because there is any merit inherent 
in me at all, but simply because He is 
gracious and full of mercy, 


WasuincTon, D. C. 


Reading Your Bible Through in a Year 


Practical suggestions for following through the 
Word chronologically, fifteen minutes a day 


N MY youth, my pastor’s sister re- 
marked that she had read the Bible 

through that year. It seemed such a 
stupendous task that it was years before 
I myself undertook it. Had I only real- 
ized it, it takes but fifteen minutes a 
day. Much more time is spent by many 
Christians on the newspaper and read- 
ing less worth-while things. A recent 
book on Bible study states that the 
whole Bible can be read in sixty-three 
hours and five minutes. Recognizing 
that people vary in speed of reading, 
that means less than eleven minutes a 
day. 

There are a number of ways of profit- 
able Scripture study, by books, by topics, 
and the like, but who can question the 
desirability of keeping in touch with the 
sweep of Scripture as a whole? No 
farmer would work one plot so inten- 
sively that he never saw the rest of his 
farm, 

The chief deterrent to Bible reading 
was pointed out to an unsaved friend by 
a woman recently converted: “Just one 
little letter makes all the difference be- 
tween us now, you love the world and 
I love the Word.” If to us God’s Word 
is “more to be desired .. . than gold, 

. sweeter also than honey,” we will 
make the time to read. it. 

Dr. William Chisholm of Korea tells 
of a poor ignorant Korean youth who, 
after his conversion, in the midst of a 
busy life, read the Bible through 160 
times in twelve years. “It transformed 
his whole personality. His mind was 
strengthened and saturated with the 
Word of God. Through the years even 
the appearance of his face was changed 
to one of strength and power and char- 
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acter.” Professor Phelps of Yale said, 
“No man is educated who does not 
know the Bible.” 

In reading the Bible through, the com- 
mon method is to read three chapters on 
week days and five on Sunday. We 
prefer, on account of the varying length 
of chapters, to go by pages. It works 
out nearly twenty-four pages a week 
in our Bible. We have found it help- 
ful, starting with Genesis, to read one 
or two Psalms a day and to carry that 
through Proverbs. 

It helps also sometimes to take the 
books chronologically. Job, since he 
was probably a contemporary of Abra- 
ham, is read at Genesis 22:1. Read the 
books in order to Kings and Chronicles. 
The Song of Solomon is read at 1 Kings 
9:1, and Ecclesiastes at 1 Kings 11:1. 

Reverent scholars may differ some- 
what on the dates of the prophets, but 
reading in 2 Kings they may be taken 
in this order: Jonah, 760 B.C., at 2 
Kings 14:25; Amos, 755 B.C., at 15:1; 
Hosea and Isaiah, 750 B.C., at 15:7; Joel, 
745 B.C., at 15:32; Micah, 740 B.C., at 15:38 
Obadiah, 730 B.C., at 16:5; Nahum, 664 
B.C., at 21:1; Zephaniah, 620 B.C., at 
22:14; Habakkuk, 600 B.C., at 23:26; Jere- 
miah and Lamentations, 600 B.C., at 23: 
31; Ezekiel, 600 B.C., at 24:15. The books 
of the Persian era, Ezra, Nehemiah, 
Esther, Daniel, Haggai, Zechariah, should 
be read at the end of 2 Chronicles, Mal- 
achi last of all. 

In reading the New Testament, the 
Gospels come first. Through Acts, the 
Epistles are taken in their chronological 
order: James, written about A.D. 50, 
or thirty years after the Resurrection, at 
Acts 15:13. Paul’s conversion was about 
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A.D. 35. His first Epistle, that to Thessa- 
lonians, written A.D. 52, should be read 
at Acts 18:5. Second Thessalonians 
should be read at Acts 18:11. Read 1 
Corinthians at Acts 19:10; 2 Corinthians 
at Acts 20:1; Romans and Galatians, 
written at about the same time, at Acts 
20:3. Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 
and Philemon, letters from Paul’s prison 
in Rome, should be read at Acts 28:6. 

The Epistles to Timothy and Titus, 
written in the later imprisonment, come 
at the end of Acts, also Hebrews. Read 
then the Epistles of Peter and 2 and 3 
John, then Revelation. Dr. Westcott, 
eminent scholar, thinks that 1 John was 
the last book of the Bible to be written 
and God’s last written word to men. It 
is impressive to read it last. 

That great Christian, Robert Murray 
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McCheyne, prepared a plan for reading 
the Bible through, reading in four dif- 
ferent sections of the Bible each day. 
He prepared a chart, copies of which 
may be had from the Bible House of 
Los Angeles, 927 S. Westmoreland Street. 
Ask for McCheyne’s “Daily Bread,” and 
courteously enclose a few stamps. 

To keep such reading vital, it should 
be tied to the daily life. Pick out a 
verse which you feel is God’s marching 
orders to you for that day. Carry it in 
your heart and apply it in your life. 
But write it also on a card, and on the 
reverse side the book, chapter, and verse. 
You will accumulate a treasury of texts, 
precious in your own life and in shape 
for drill in memorizing. 

SEATTLE. 


Committing the Word to Memory 


Some of the blessings of memorizing large portions of the Scriptures 


es EVERY printed page of God’s Word 
should suddenly be removed from the 
earth, how much of it would you be 
able to reproduce from the portion 
locked in your brain? If you should 
unexpectedly lose both sight and hear- 
ing, how much of the Bible could you 
repeat from the recordings made in your 
memory? 

About eighteen months ago, I decided 
to do something about my Scriptural 
poverty. I had studied the Bible from 
early childhood, had found it a source 
of great joy and strength, and had mem- 
orized bits of it, but I had never given 
much time or effort to the memorization 
of larger portions. This I determined 
to do, and my experience has been so 
rewarding that I wish to share it with 
others. 

Because of my poor memory for de- 
tail, especially for names and numbers, 
I resolved to “nail down” with reference 
at least ome verse from each of the 
sixty-six books of the Bible. In many 
books; two or more, in some books, a 
dozen verses, were selected. As I began 
the task, it seemed a formidable one, 
but as I progressed it proved to be much 
simpler than I had contemplated. 

Carefully looking over my student’s 
volume, which was well marked both 
from class work and devotional reading, 
I selected one or more verses from each 
book of the Bible. The red penciling, 
which had been done previously, was of 
great help at this point, but a number 
of books had to be read over again be- 
fore a verse suitable for my purpose was 
found. In every case, verses chosen were 
key verses of their books or were par- 
ticularly meaningful to me, personally. 

It was easy to commit many of the 
references to memory because I had 
heard them or read them so many times, 
but it took real mental labor, patience, 
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and perseverance, to secure the fnajor- 
ity. I found the use of 3x5 inch cards 
indispensable. On the front of each card 
the name of the book was written; on 
the back the reference and the text. 
With one or more cards for each of the 
sixty-six books, arranged first in order, 
later reversed or jumbled, I rehearsed 
over and over again, audibly and 
silently, with all the concentration and 
tricks of memory I could command, the 
references for every book. From thirty 
minutes to one hour was spent each 
morning for several weeks in this study. 
When the task was satisfactorily com- 
pleted I put the cards away for several 
months. When they were brought out 
again, I was able to recall all but a few 
of the references. Periodic review of 
the uncertain ones has secured these 
verses, I believe, for ever. 

When the cards were put away I be- 
gan work on the Psalms. At first my 
goal was six, but these were learned so 
easily and the work proved so fascinat- 
ing that I increased the number to six- 
teen: Today I find joy and exhilaration 
in repeating from memory Psalms 1, 8, 
19, 23, 24, 27, 46, 51, 67, 90, 91, 98, 100, 103, 
121, 130, and 150. “O how love I thy law! 
it is my meditation all the day.” 

Turning to the New Testament the 
prologue of John’s Gospel, the fourteenth 
chapter of John, the thirteenth chapter 
of 1 Corinthians, and the Sermon on 
the Mount (Matt. 5, 6, 7), were selected 
for my “must” list. With a few minutes 
of daily concentration over a period of 
weeks, all of these portions were secured 
in the memory. As with the verses, 
periodic review of the chapters was re- 
quired for several months, 

The many hours spent in this study 
were hours of deep enjoyment and sat- 
isfaction. They were hours that will 
continue to yield rich dividends, not 
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only in the ability to quote God’s Word 
readily, but in spiritual growth and un- 
derstanding, in increased faith, joy, and 
fellowship with Christ. I cannot com- 
mend too highly the memorization of 
large portions of the Bible. 

Jesus said, “Heaven and earth shall 
pass away, but my words shall not pass 
away” (Matt. 24°35); the Psalmist cried, 
“For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled 
in heaven” (Psa. 119:89); and Isaiah 
prophesied, “The grass withereth, the 
flower fadeth: but the word of our God 
shall stand for ever” (40:8). How good 
it is in these days of turmoil, upheaval, 
uncertainty, and changing values, to hold 
fast to that which remains! 


RICHMOND, VA. 
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The Bible and the Holy Spirit 
(Continued from second page) 


V. THE PERMANENCE AND REALITY OF 
THE BIBLE’s POWER 

The ministry of the Spirit, when we 
read the Scriptures, is to transpose or 
translate them for our personal use. 

In the country an electric current of 
high voltage passes along the highway. 
It cannot be used in near-by homes — 
all their lights would be burned out 
immediately; but transformers bring the 
current down to the desired tension and 
make it suitable for all. So the Holy 
Spirit chooses from the eternal words 
that which is for each, adapting them to 
individual needs. Struck by the majesty 
of the divine Word, Isaiah cried out, 
“Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth.” 

But the Holy Spirit, on the other 
hand, closes the door of the chamber 
where the soul reads the Word. Noth- 
ing there save the soul and God! This 
wrestling between the soul and the Book 
in which God speaks is the greatest 
thing in Christian experience. Of our- 
selves we can bring nothing of warmth 
or life, nothing but our poverty. The 
Spirit does not limit itself to promises 
of grace. It gives grace. It not only 
uncovers the mystery of life. It makes 
us live. 

This is the hid treasure our Reformers 
found. In the most tragic junctures they 
were able to show to the world those 
fruits of the Spirit which Paul enumer- 
ates in the Galatians: love, peace, pa- 
tience, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
self-control, and even joy, yes, the joy 
of the Spirit, which the apostle called 
“the spirit of glory and of joy.” It 
shone with miraculous brilliancy even 
in prisons, where those confined for their 
faith talked freely with God as children 
with their Father and even in the gal- 
leys, where heavy oars struck bitter 
waves to the rhythm of consoling 
Psalms. 

Let us find, where they did, the secret 
of their fidelity and, like them, repeat 
the words of the Psalmist, “All my 
springs are in thee” (Psa. 87:7). 
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A Church Reborn in North China 


God's faithfulness in the midst of internal defection and external persecution 


UNSET was flooding with golden 

glory the swirling current of the 
Yellow River and tipping with crimson 
the North China hills, fragrant with the 
foliage of springtime, as the missionary 
couple and their weary muleteers 
wrestled with still another roadblock de- 
liberately made by the local militia in 
the hope of delaying somewhat a fur- 
ther advance of the Japanese armies, 
now two days’ journey away in the 
river valley west of the hills they were 
climbing. 

Here at last was a trench cut so deeply 
between two sharp cliffs that the road 
seemed really impassable for the long 
litter, slung awkwardly between two 
stubborn mules. The only possible way 
on would be to unharness the front mule, 
and manhandle the heavy load round 
the far corner of the trench. Night had 
fallen before this difficult maneuver was 
completed; husband and wife became 
separated in the darkness, and the 
mother’s heart beat anxiously as she 
watched the animals stumble uncertainly 
on the mountain track, her baby boy 
asleep in the swaying litter. 

Some distance still from the nearest 
village, the travelers were guided down 
the unfamiliar road by a local farmer, 
who not only knew the way, but — in- 
estimable blessing in the pitch darkness 
—was wearing a white cotton jacket 
which could be seen dimly a pace or 
two ahead. 

Alas, the only inn, a poor resting- 
place at best, was already crowded to 
the doors with earlier arrivals, and a 
dozen mules were tossing over the grass 
and nibbling noisily at their grain. Lodg- 
ing was secured only by the grace of 
the innkeeper, who, if memory serves, 
turned out of his own tiny room, and 
allowed us to squeeze in there for the 
night. 

Next day the roads were better, even 
if. they still climbed the mountains, and 
early afternoon found us at our des- 
tination, a lovely little town set in a 
narrow plain rimmed by blue hills. 
Farmers were busy in the fields, and 
through the plain ran a swift, clear river. 

It was a typical country congregation 
of thirty or forty men and women that 
faced us the following Lord’s Day, and 
among them and their friends we were 
glad to minister for a while, until the 
claims of other work called us away. 
Here were some whose hearts the Lord 
had touched, since the time some years 
earlier that the China Inland Mission 
churches of the province had decided 
to make that town the center for a new 
home mission project. 

“To leave them was hard indeed, for 
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they had little local help. Shih, the 
Bible Society colporteur, was a faithful 
man; but his long, rambling discourses 
were not what were néeded to attract 
and help a country congregation, even 
among the infinitely patient Chinese. 
And then there was Tsen, the self-styled 
pastor, working his farm not very far 
away. Ah, but what of him? A year 
of study in an evangelical seminary had 
done little to help a young man, who, 
handicapped by a desire for self-glory, 
seemed to have little to make him a 
minister of God. When we were short 
staffed in the Bible Institute we had 
telephoned for him to come down and 
help, only to-find that the vagueness of 
his teaching was more than matched by 
the vagaries of his conduct. Morality 
itself was in question, and he had to 
leave. 

And so to these men we left that little 
church. (Are there not similar records 
in the Acts of the Apostles?) To these 
men — yes, and to all the promises of 
God. 


Ten years have gone by since then. 
The Japanese armies have been defeated 
and driven out, and their places taken 
by the Red armies, whose guerrilla tac- 
tics and sturdy morale had helped to 
tie down nearly a million enemy soldiers 
in North China. Now the Communists 
are in control of the situation. Where 
the Japanese tolerated and even pro- 
tected the Christian Church, there is 
antichristianity and sometimes bitter 
persecution. How could that little 
church we visited, and countless other 
little churches, possibly survive? 

Faint heart! hast thou forgotten the 
promises of God? To us in the steamy 
heat of a Chungking summer has come 
news that gladdens our hearts with a 
thrilling reminder that it is “not by 
power nor by an army” (as the margin 
reads), but by God’s Spirit. that the 
greatest battles are won. Here is the 
recent story as we have heard it by as 
direct and reliable a report as can be 
desired in these days of twisted com- 
munications. , 

“Just now we are dealing with the 
Japanese ‘devils. When we have fin- 
ished with them we will deal with you 
Christians.” The warning given ten 
years ago by the communist soldiers 
seems to have been put into effect in 
some parts of the territory they admin- 
ster, not least in that township way up 
in the hills, where all meetings were 
forbidden and the church militant be- 
came the church underground. 

But God’s Spirit was at work there 
still, first of all in young Tsen, the 
would-be pastor. He had a godly 
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mother-in-law, and as she agonized for 
him in prayer a strange vision came to 
her; it seemed that cruel instruments 
were piercing the eyes of her son-in-law, 
Hastily sending off a messenger, she 
warned her son to repent immediately, 
otherwise he would lose his eyesight. 
Strange as it seems to us, that very 
day Tsen had been conscious of acute 
and increasing pain in one of his eyes. 
When the warning reached him he was 
broken down. It was a message from 
God. His confession and repentance 
were utter and sincere, and from that 
time on he became a flaming witness 
for God. Imprisoned time after time, 
he refused to give up the preaching of 
the Gospel, but at last reluctantly de- 
cided that he must do what many other 
true pastors in the North have done, 
return to his farming, and serve the 
church in an honorary and unnoticed 
capacity. 

And God’s Spirit was at work in the 
camp of the enemy, too. The wife of 
the official who had so bitterly perse- 
cuted the Christians suddenly became 
seriously ill. Neither drugs nor doctors 
could help her. At last in desperation 
she asked her husband to send for the 
Christians that they might pray for her, 
They explained their conditions, made 
definite prayer, and she was immedi- 
ately healed. The change in that home 
was instant. He who had formerly per- 
secuted the church now invited the 
Christians to his home for meetings, and 
there arose a church in his house. 

Such news travels fast. His senior 
officer heard about it, and issued orders 
that such nonsense must cease; Marx 
not Christ must be the object of their 
teaching. Amazingly enough it was his 
wife in her turn who became ill. Again 
neither doctors nor drugs prevailed, 
nothing but the prayers of the Chris- 
tians. And that home, too, became a 
Christian home. A revival of faith has 
swept through the countryside until 
hundreds, if not thousands, have ac- 
cepted Christ, and in every village now 
there is said to be a Christian. 

Truly it is “not by might, nor by 
power, but by my spirit saith the Lord 
of hosts.” Here is the answer to the 
problem of China’s future. God keep 
us faithful as we pray our way through ! 


CHUNGKING, CHINA. 
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We should ever seek to be faithful to 
God whether men approve us or receive 
our testimony or not. In doing this our 
path may be a lonely one, so far as the 
world can see, but we shall have God 
with us. It may bring bitter opposition 
and persecution, but we shall have God 
with us. It put Jeremiah in the dungeon, 
Daniel in the den of lions, the Hebrew 
children in the fiery furnace. But it is 
better to be with God in the fiery fur- 
nace than on the throne without Him— 
Choice Gleanings Calendar. 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from 


all the world 





URING the last fiscal year the 
Regular Baptist Churches, se- 
ceders from the Northern Baptist 

Convention, about five hundred in num- 
ber, contributed almost a million and a 
quarter dollars for missions, and, for all 
purposes, four millions. This amounts 
to about $8,000 for each church, an amaz- 
ing amount in view of the not rich char- 
acter of their constituencies. These same 
five hundred churches during the same 
year added to their church rolls over 
7,000 members, over half by baptism, in 
other words, by conversion. The Bap- 
tist Bulletin gives an illustration of the 
life which is pulsing through this move- 
ment: 

“The Alpha Baptist Church, Detroit, 
has erected a new church. It has only 
148 members. The site was bought for 
$8,300, and there was then only $2,000 
left for the building fund. No bank 
would lend money for building, so some 
members mortgaged their homes, others 
took out loans on their cars or on their 
savings, so that building might proceed. 
Much of the interior work is being done 
by members, including making of pews. 
During the three years, 1946-1949, this 
church of 148 members gave $19,244.78 
to missions !” 

Such are the people whom the North- 
ern Baptist machine is driving out of 
the denomination by its theological quib- 
blings and denials. 


Midwest Bible Church, Chicago, has 
nothing Gothic about it, no “dim re- 
ligious light,” no spire — just a long, low 
structure, but a powerhouse. Organized 
in 1933, it has now 504 members with a 
great variety of groups for work among 
children and young people, Gospel 
teams, a tract society, visitation groups, 
Bible class for deaf mutes, and a 
women’s missionary society which 
“spends much time in prayer; also in 
relief, having shipped out over eighty 
tons of refugee clothing, dried fruit, and 
Bibles.” 

There are nine hundred in the Sun- 
day school and a radio department which 
costs $8,000 yearly. Total church dis- 
bursements last year were $143,693, of 
which $35,757 was for missions! That 
is indeed amazing self-denial ! 

The pastors are Messrs, Torrey John- 
son and Robert Cook of Youth for 
Christ. Mr. Cook is at present cam- 
paigning; he tells us that the openings 
in South America exceed all expecta- 
tions. 


Mr. Julius K. Hoffmann writes me con- 
cerning his ministry to deaf-mutes: “I 
am working with my own hands each 
day, making my own living for my fam- 
ily and my wife, and endeavoring by 


God’s grace to carry on this work. Our 
real need is for publicity in order to 
raise up prayer partners and to secure 
the addresses of deaf-mutes for our mail- 
ing list.” 

Himself a deaf-mute, he began to 
evangelize his fellow afflicted in 1943 
with 38 names. Now he has 11,000 names 
and addresses on his list. One is sur- 
prised at the number of such deaf-mutes 
— 7,000 in Detroit; 14,000 in New York; a 
half million in the United States and 
Canada. The Lutherans have 23 expe- 
rienced ministers to serve their 8,000. 

Mr. Hoffmann’s “Gospel Witness To 
the Deaf” takes a great deal for postage, 
printing, and envelopes. He should have 
help. He not only sends out Gospel 
tracts and booklets but carries on cor- 
respondence with deaf people who need 
encouragement and instruction. The 
address is P.O. Box 1097, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 


Young Life Campaign, with national 
headquarters in Colorado Springs, Colo., 
has work in many states, although it is 
only in its-tenth year. It is evangelizing 
high school boys and girls, has a full- 
time staff of 35— besides more than 100 
volunteer assistants — and a Leadership 
Training Institute held every year at 
Star Ranch in Colorado. The total num- 
ber of young people at Star Ranch 
throughout last summer was 1,028. Mr. 
Jim Rayburn, national field director, 
writes: “We are specializing in develop- 
ing lives for the Lord, and we thank 
Him for the number of unchurched, un- 
evangelized yet top-notch kids that we 
have been privileged to reach in this 
ministry, who are now either on the 
front lines of Christian service or pre- 
paring to get there. We are sure it 
would be safe to say that our Young Life 
converts preparing for Christian service 
number over 125.” Mr. Rayburn may be 
addressed at P.O. Box 1519, Colorado 
Springs, Colo. 


Christian bookshops are springing up 
here and there. M. Lanctin, who leads 
in the evangelization of French Catho- 
lics in New Brunswick, has opened one 
such in Moncton. “The aim of La Bonne 
Nouvelle bookroom is to flood the Mari- 
time Provinces with the Word of God 
and sound Christian literature in both 
French and English. The bookroom has 
proved to be not only a source of Chris- 
tian literature but a place where seek- 
ing hearts may be pointed out to the 
Saviour. Many ask questions. We have 
tried to be faithful.” 

A Bible Bookmobile is being operated 
in the rural sections of Lower Ontario. 
This is an auto-trailer designed for the 
display and carrying of books. On each 


By ERNEST GORDON 


side there are panels that open and ex- 
hibit shelves packed with books for sale. 
On the back of the trailer is lettered: 
The Bookmobile 
of the 
Christian Literature Crusade. 


Books That Radiate Light. 

“For all have sinned, and come short df 
the glory of God.” 

There is an electric phonograph for 
playing Gospel hymns. The Bookmobile 
goes to fairs and other popular gather- 
ings, such as Canada’s Dominion Day, 
and sells its Gospel literature. This con- 
stantly gives opportunity for personal 
Christian testimony. 

The New England Fellowship has a 
large and flourishing evangelical book- 
store in Boston (9 Park St.) with 
branches in Worcester, Portland, and 
Bangor. 

The Spezia Mission in Italy runs seven 
bookstores. 

The most extensive development of 
this type are the Christian Literature 
Centers in England—in London, Bir- 
mingham, Leicester, Stockport, Wolver- 
hampton, Chatham, Colchester, Ipswich, 
Dundee. From England the movement 
has jumped to Toronto, Chicago, and 
Rochester, N. Y.; to Sydney, Australia; 
to Monrovia, Liberia; to Basra in Iraq; 
and to the German cities, Hamburg and 
Oldenburg. The head office is 39 Lud- 
gate Hill, London. The plan is to open 
Christian Literature Centers in all large 
towns of the English-speaking world and 
to develop a system of interchange of 
stocks. Such bookshops and their prem- 
ises are to be used as centers of soul- 
winning in co-operation with all evan- 
gelical bodies in the district. 


Mr. John Willis sends me samples of 
“Scripture Cartoons,” in appearance 
much like the hectic, multicolored liter- 
ature which is devoured by the young- 
sters of our time, but with evangelical 
content. Mr. Willis, too, is “in secular 
work as a livelihood, undertaking this 
as a spare-time project in order to reach 
unchurched youth with the message of 
life.” His address is P. O. Box 1257, 
Chicago 90. These tracts are both unique 
and admirable. 


The Alexanders in several generations 
were leaders in the life of Presbyterian 
Princeton University. Alexander Hall at 
Princeton was named after this famous 
Presbyterian theological family. Now we 
learn that Roman Catholic Mass is held 
regularly in Alexander Hall and that an 
Episcopalian chaplain runs the campus. 
“Princeton has ceased to be Presbyte- 
rian,” says Mr. Le Roe in the Presbyte- 
rian Tribune. What is the Board of 
Education of the Presbyterian Church 
going to do about it? 
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LESSON 6. FEBRUARY 5. THE FIRST GENTILE CHURCH 
Acts 11:19 to 13:3; printed text, 11:19-26; 13:1-3 
Golden Text.—And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.— Acts 11:26 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


‘Acts 11:19 Now they which were scattered abroad upon the 
persecution that arose about Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, 
and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to none but unto 


the Jews only. 


20 And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, 
when they were come to Antioch, spake unto the Grecians, preach- 


ing the Lord Jesus. 


21 And the hand of the Lord was with them: and a great 
number believed, and turned unto the Lord. 

22 Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the 
church which was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas, 


that he should go as far as Antioch. 


23 Who, when he came, ana had seen the grace of God, was 
glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they 


would cleave unto the Lord. 


24 For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of 
faith: and much people was added unto the Lord. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


W vnrsi God calls a man for some 
particular service, He fits him 
to do that special work by train- 
ing him in the school of experience. It 
was so with Paul. He was not thrust 
forth immediately into the great task of 
world evangelization, though he wit- 
nessed from the very beginning to the 
truth that had been revealed to him. 
It was not until after God had, through 
Peter, opened the door of faith to the 
that Paul started 
world-wide proclamation of the Gospel 
through all the adjacent lands, thus con- 
tinuing a movement that was destined 
to spread .to every nation under heaven. 
Even in apostolic days this was, in 
(Col. 1:6, 23). Anti- 


measure, fulfilled 
och in Syria was the place where the 
great Gentile missionary campaign be- 
gan. In reading the Acts, it is important 
to notice that there are two cities of 
this name and both are prominent in 


early Christian testimony. The other 
one was Antioch in Pisidia, a province 
farther north (see Acts 13). It was in 
the Syrian Antioch that a spontaneous 
work among those outside of the Jew- 
ish fold began, and thither Barnabas 
persuaded Saul (as he was still called) 
to go as his fellow laborer, When the 
two started out, they began as Barnabas 
and Saul (Acts 12:25), but later on we 
tread of Paul and Barnabas. The pupil 
soon outdistanced the master. Barna- 
bas wes the ideal man to lead the new 
convert on, for he was recognized by 
all who knew him as a devoted man of 
God (Acts 11:24). But he did not have 
either the outstanding gifts or the dis- 
cernment that God had given to Paul, 
so as time went on he dropped into 
second place, and eventually the two 


25 Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul: 


26 And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. 
And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled them- 
selves with the church, and taught much people. 


And the dis- 


ciples were called Christians first in Antioch. 





Chap. 13:1 Now there were in the church that was at Antioch 
certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that 


was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had 


been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 


2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost 


have called them. 


said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I 


3 And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands 
on them, they sent them away. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
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were separated in their work; but to 
the end Paul had a warm regard for his 
early tutor, though he recognized he had 
a certain weakness of character, which 
led him at times to compromise with the 
opponents of free grace (Gal. 2:13). 

The work was a marked evidence of 
the working of the Holy Spirit from its 
inception. Like every true divine awak- 
ening, the human factors paled into in- 
significance compared with the mani- 
fested power of the Spirit of God 
working in sovereign grace, preparing 
hearts for the truth, and so empowering 
the proclaimers of the Gospel that it 
led to definite repentance toward God 
and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 
20:21). 


The Historical Setting 

It was some two years after Christ’s 
resurrection that Saul was converted. 
During the next three or four years he 
labored in Damascus and Jerusalem, re- 
tired for a time to Tarsus, and then 
entered upon his great work at Antioch 
in Syria. 
Verse by Verse 

Acts 11:19.—“Preaching to none but 
unto the Jews only.” As the scattered 
disciples fled from the Jerusalem danger 
zone they carried the glad tidings every- 
where, but proclaimed it only to the 
Jews of the dispersion, who were found 
in large numbers in the adjacent coun- 
tries, notably in Phoenicia, the island 
of Cyprus, and in Syria, of which Anti- 
och was the capital. It was not the 
mind of the Lord that the message should 
still be, as in the days of His flesh, con- 
fined to the “lost sheep of the house of 
Israel” (Matt. 15:24), for He had defi- 
nitely given commandment to carry it to 
every creature (Mark 16:15). It was 
their lack of vision and of faith that 
caused them to preach, at first, to Jews 


only. 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education, 


Verse 20.—“When they were come to 
Antioch, spake unto the Grecians.” Ordi- 
narily, we are to distinguish between 
Greeks and Grecians in the record of 
the Acts. The term “Greek” (Hellenes) 
refers to Gentiles, Greek by origin or 
nationality. The word “Grecians” is 
used as a translation for a different word, 
and means Hellenists, that is, Jews who 
were born among the Gentiles and more 
or less influenced by their manner of 
life and philosophies. Here the best 
manuscripts give Hellenes. These 
broader-minded Jewish believers of 
Cyprus and Cyrene ventured to carry 
the Gospel directly to the Gentiles in 
the city of Antioch, 


Verse 21—“A great number believed, 
and turned unto the Lord.” When the 
Lord’s command was obeyed, the results 
were far greater than man could have 
foreseen. It was as though the hearts of 
these needy idolaters were as prepared 
soil into which the seed of the Word 
fell and brought forth much fruit. A 
manifest work of the Spirit had begun, 
and went on for some time. 

Verse 22.—“The church . . . in Jerusa- 
lem .. . sent forth Barnabas.” When the 
news of the Antioch movement reached 
the “mother church” at Jerusalem, there 
was an immediate response. At a meet- 
ing called to consider this new turn of 
affairs, it was decided to send one whom 
they all trusted, the former Levite, Bar- 
nabas, to the Syrian capital that he 
might obtain firsthand information as to 
what was transpiring there. 

Verse 23—“He .. . exhorted them all, 
that with purpose of heart they would 
cleave unto the Lord.” Rejoicing in the 
evidences which he found of a real work 
of the Spirit of God among these Gen- 
tiles, Barnabas remained with them for 
some time, teaching and admonishing 
them in the ways of the Lord, that they 
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might grow in grace and in the knowl- 
edge of Christ. 

Verse 24.—‘He was a good man, and 
full of the Holy Ghost and of faith.” 
The Christian character of Barnabas 
commended him to his brethren gener- 
ally, who recognized in him a devoted 
man of God, and through his ministry 
many more were brought to know Christ 
and added to the company of believers. 


Verse 25—“Then departed Barnabas 
... to seek Saul.” A work of God hav- 
ing begun among the Gentiles in the 
Syrian city of Antioch, there was need 
of someone who could lead these young 
believers on in Christ and help to ex- 
tend the work. Evidently Barnabas felt 
that Saul was just the person suited to 
do this and so speed the testimony to 
the Gentiles. Doubtless, Saul had told 
him of the commission he had received 
at the time of his conversion (Acts 26: 
16-18). So Barnabas hastened to Tarsus 
to persuade Saul to go with him to An- 
tioch. 

Verse 26.——“The disciples were called 
Christians first in Antioch.” Saul, rec- 
ognizing the mission of his friend as of 
God, accompanied Barnabas to Antioch, 
where he gave himself faithfully to the 
great work that had begun already. The 
number of believers in Christ so in- 
creased that they attracted the attention 
of the Antiochians, who gave them the 
name that has belonged to the followers 
of the Lord Jesus ever since. 

Chap. 13:1.—“There were in the church 

. . at Antioch certain prophets and 
teachers.” These men, gifted by the 
Holy Spirit, were being used of God 
to build and nurture the infant church. 
The fact that five of them were laboring 
in connection with the one testimony 
gives some idea of th@wide scope of the 
work that was in progress, 

Verse 2.—“The Holy Ghost said, Sep- 
arate me Barnabas and Saul.” The Spirit 
of God impressed upon the hearts of the 
leaders at Antioch that the time had 
come for Barnabas and Saul to launch 
out upon a wider ministry in order to 
carry the Gospel to the many peoples 
and nations who had not yet heard it. 

Verse 3.—“They . . . laid their hands 
on them.” This was not, as some have 
supposed, ordination to the ministry, for 
they were already recognized as God- 
appointed preachers and teachers of the 
Word. The laying on of hands was an 
expression of fellowship on the part of 
their brethren. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Saul’s early ministry and varied ex- 
periences were all a necessary part of 
his preparation for the great missionary 
career ahead of him. It is a wonderful 
thing to be in the school of God, where 
we are taught lessons of trust and obe- 
dience as we exercise the gifts we have 
already, and so become all the better 
fitted for larger spheres of service in 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
5. January 29.—Unto All Men. 
Acts 8:4 to 11:18 
Next Week’s Lesson 


12.—The Gospel Moves 
Acts 13:2 to 14:28 


7. February 
Westward 








years to come. After the severe testings 
in Damascus and Jerusalem, and the 
happy privileges of fellowship and testi- 
mony to the Gentiles in Antioch, the 
time came when Saul and his friend 
Barnabas were called in a very definite 
way to launch out on the missionary 
program which was to occupy the re- 
mainder of both of their lives. The true 
missionary goes forth, sent of God, not 
with the primary object of spreading the 
blessings of civilization and culture, but 
to proclaim the unsearchable riches of 
Christ. Other things follow, but this is 
all-important. Evil customs, filthy hab- 
its, dirt, and disease flee before the ad- 
vance of the light of the Gospel, so that 
even unsaved men accept new standards 
and rise to new heights of decency and 
respectability under its beneficent rays. 


Lesson Outline 
A True AWAKENING 

Earnest. preaching (Acts 11:19) 

Christ proclaimed (v. 20) 

The power of the Lord accompanying 
the message (v. 21a) 

Many converted to Christ (v. 21b) 

Sympathetic co-operation (v. 22) 

Building up young converts (v. 23) 

Character and piety behind the ministry 
(v. 24) 

A growing church (vs. 25, 26) 

A missionary-minded church (chap. 13: 
1-3) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Prejudice Overcome. The power of 
the grace of God working in the souls 
of regenerated men, causing them to rise 
above racial and religious prejudices, is 
very clearly evidenced in the work of 
God that began at Antioch and spread 
from there to all the world. When grace 
reigns, legality disappears, and with 
it goes all fieshly narrowness and 
bigotry. Pride of race is trampled in 
the dust and one learns to look with love 
and compassion upon all men every- 
where as poor, needy sinners, for whose 
salvation Christ died. 

The Name “Christian.” Too much 
seems to be made by some commenta- 
tors of the Antiochian habit of giving 
nicknames, often derisively, to persons 
and groups, and it is frequently taken 
for granted that this accounted for the 
name “Christian” being applied to the 
disciples in their city. But scholars 
have pointed out that the word “called” 
is really “called oracularly” and has 
the significance of “divinely called.” It 
seems evident from the use afterward 
made of the name that “Christian” is 
God’s own designation of His people, a 
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name of which none should be ashamed, 
as it signifies our identification with 
Christ. 


Summaries and Applications 

He who enjoys the grace of God him- 
self can never be satisfied to let others 
go on in ignorance of that salvation 
which means so much to him. It is not 
any longer a question of the advisability 
of supporting a missionary program or 
not; but the compelling power of the 
love of Christ will not permit indiffer- 
ence to that which is so dear to His 
heart. 

The Holy Spirit alone equips and calls 
out the worker. The church is to send 
him forth with prayers and fellowship, 
and, as occasion arises, with ministry in 
temporal things (Phil. 4:15). 

It is a pity if any missionary feels he 
must go forth as a “free lance,” acting 
on his individual responsibility, apart 
from his brethren. It means much to 
have a praying church at home uphold- 
ing the worker in a distant land. 


Winona Lake, IND. 


us 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HY did the dispersed Christians 
confine their witness to Jews? 

2. What induced the Cyprians and 
Cyrenians to give the message to the 
Greeks in Antioch? 

3. What indication is there that these 
witnesses “slanted” their message to the 
Greek mind? 

4. What can we learn from this in- 
cident about God’s ways in His Church? 

5. In the light of Acts 8:1, what would 
11:22 suggest as to the church in Jeru- 
salem? 

6. Was Barnabas a suitable choice for 
this commission of inspection? 

7. On what other occasions did Barna- 
bas show his magnanimity to Saul? 

8. What principle was involved in An- 
tioch’s gift to Jerusalem? (11:28-30.) 

9. What three elements of true ordi- 
nation are indicated in Acts 13:1-4? 

10. What remarkable providence is 
seen in Paul’s connection with the 
church at Antioch? 

(Answers on page 62) 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Father, we bless Thee for the victorious 
progress of the Gospel in many lands, 
and for the way Thou hast watched 
over Thy cause amid all the opposition 
it meets in a sinful world. We pray 


for faithful servants of Thine who to- - 


day face great obstacles and strong 
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forces of evil. Keep Thy people quietly 
confident in the darkest hour, sure that 
yictory lies with Thee at last. Control 
the restless tossings of the nations to- 
day and make the light of the Gospel 
to shine in the most unlikely places 
and by the most unlikely means. Let us 
see Thee turn the opposition of Thy 
foes to the forwarding of Thy plans in 
this day as in the first days of Thy 
Gospel. Make us all glad to serve Thee. 
Give us grace to be faithful to the end 
ef our life. Bless Thy Word to our 
hearts and to all who hear it this day. 
Forgive our sins, and deepen our love 
for our Saviour that we may delight to 
do His will in all things. Hear us for 
Thy Son’s sake: Amen. 

After the Lesson.—The Devil can 
never beat God. It seemed a great vic- 
tory for Satan when Stephen was stoned 
and Jerusalem Christians had to flee. 
But actually, that day, the Devil only 
played into the hands of God. Instead 
of stamping out the Gospel, persecution 
only spread it the more. Through that 
persecution the great missionary church 
at Antioch got its start, as Christians 
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driven from Jerusalem settled there. 
And what is more, the Lord turned to 
Himself the chief persecutor of the Je- 
rusalem church, Saul of Tarsus. Today 
we have seen how that onetime perse- 
cutor was brought by Barnabas to teach 
and strengthen the Antioch Christians. 





We NTURES FOR GOD 
INS ICTORY AT LAST 











So the people who founded the church 
at Antioch were now helped by the 
very man who drove them from Jeru- 
salem. Their greatest foe became their 
strongest worker. Truly, 
God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform; 
He plants His footsteps in the sea 
And rides upon the storm. 

When you hear of evil and unbelieving 
men today raging against God and the 
Gospel, remember that God cannot be 
defeated. The last word is always with 
Him. To be on His side is to be on the 
winning side in the end. For men to 
oppose the living God is mad folly. For 
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- The Rev. J. Emerson Russell, staff cartoonist for The Sunday School Times, and Baptist 


minister = Bible expositor, 


is now available for Bible conferences in evangelical 


urches. He may be addressed at 945 Burton Ave., Cincinnati 29 
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men to ignore Him is an insult. But 
to trust and obey Him is the truest wis- 
dom, and to serve Him willingly is glo- 
rious. So then, 
Who is on the Lord's side? 
Who for Him will go? 
May we all gladly answer: 


By Thy call of mercy, 
By Thy grace divine, 

We are on the Lord's side; ° 
Saviour, we are Thine. 


Vancouver, B. C., Can, 
3 


The Busy Men's Comer 
By Tom™M, Olson 

“Now they which were scattered 
abroad upon the persecution .. .” (Acts 
11:19).—The Lamb, Christ Jesus, gathers, 
but the wolf scattereth the sheep (John 
10:12; Matt. 12:30). The Lord overruled 
this scattering of the early Christians, 
to the furthering of the Gospel — thus 
the enemy overstepped himself. If such 
a scattering occurred in the days of the 
apostles, we need not marvel if perse- 
cution scatters the sheep of His pasture 
today. The scattered ones should carry 
and spread the knowledge of the Sav- 
iour wherever they go. 

During a period of persecution in 
Korea, a young Christian was falsely 
accused by police and put in jail as a 
suspect. When he was placed in soli- 
tary confinement, he regretted he was 
unable to mingle with other prisoners 
and witness to them. He made it a 
matter of prayer and was soon banished 
to one of the neighboring islands. 

When he was found innocent, and re- 
leased, he said with a beaming counte- 
nance: “Just think, I have been long- 
ing for a chance to speak of Christ to 
others, and was mourning because I 
could not speak in jail. Then God sent 
me off to an unevangelized island, where 
there was plenty of work to do, and the 
government paid my fare!” 

“And some of them ... when they 
were come to Antioch, spake unto 
the Grecians” (v. 20).—‘Antioch was 
wealthy and magnificent,” says Dr. G. 
Campbell Morgan, “and was described 
as one of the ‘eyes’ of Asia, the 
third great city of the world at that 
time; Rome being first, and Alexandria 
second. Antioch was the residence of 
a Roman prefect and his court. It was 
also the place of a large Jewish colony. 
But it was supremely Greek. There 
was the grove of Daphne, and heathen- 
ism appeared in its most tempting and 
debasing form. It was of such magnifi- 
cence that its main street ran for four 
miles through the length of the city.” 

This city which was to play such an im- 
portant part in the purpose of God, be- 
ing the location of the first Gentile 
church, was not evangelized by apostles, 
nor even by deacons such as Philip and 
Stephen, but by unnamed laymen as they 
would be called today: The Holy Spirit 
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is free to use whomsoever He will in 
accomplishing the will of God. 

All unknown and unnamed persons 
who have undertaken works for the 
Lord shall receive their abundant re- 
ward at the judgment seat of Christ, for 
the Lord knows who they are and just 
what they have done (Eph. 6:18). 

“And the hand of the Lord was with 
them” (v. 21).—The hand of the Lord 
is the symbol of power—the power to 
carry out His purpose (Acts 4:28); 
power to provide (Psa. 145:16); power 
to preserve (John 10:28, 29); power to 
protect (Exod. 15:6); and power to per- 
form His promise (Deut. 5:15). 

The French painter, Emile Renouf, 
painted a beautiful picture entitled, “A 
Helping Hand?” In it a man in fisher- 
man’s garb is seated in a boat with a 
little girl beside him. He has given 
her permission to assist him in rowing 
the boat. Both of them have their 
hands on the massive oar. Anyone who 
knows children knows that that little 
girl imagines she is doing a great part 
of the work. But apart from the man’s 
hand, she couldn’t budge the boat, With- 
out the Lord’s hand with us in the work, 
we accomplish nothing (John 15:5). 


“With purpose of heart they would 
cleave unto the Lord” (v. 23).—The suc- 
cess of the work in Antioch reached the 
ears of the church in Jerusalem, and 
they designated Barnabas to go and 
look, the work over. He was a real 
exhorter and exhorted them that with 
purpose of heart they would cleave unto 
the Lord. Purpose of heart is essential 
to Christian progress. Solomon pur- 
posed “to build an house unto the name 
of the Lord” (1 Kings 5:5), and accom- 
plished it; “Daniel purposed in his heart 
that he would not defile himself” (Dan. 
1:8), and accomplished it; and Paul 
purposed to magnify Christ in his body 
whether by life or by death (2 Tim, 3: 
10; Phil. 1:20), and accomplished it. 

“Then departed Barnabas .. . to seek 
Saul” (v. 25).—Barnabas being a good 
(that is, large-hearted, liberal-minded) 
man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of 
faith, was just the type to realize there 
was more work to be done than he could 
do. He was not averse to seeking a 
helper even when he was seeing many 
people added to the Lord. And he knew 
just the man to bring to Antioch — the 
man whom he had commended to the 
fear-filled believers in Jerusalem (Acts 
9:26-28). He found him and brought 
him to Antioch, and for a year they 
labored together in that city. What a 
joyous year for both of them! 


R. A. Arlander says: 


Rainier. One member of the group, 
more eager than the others, walked 
ahead and became separated from the 
party. When we had reached the plateau 
about a thousand feet above the inn, 
we decided to go no farther. 


“With a com-, 
pany of friends, I made a trip on Mount. 
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“IT went in search of the man who had 
gone ahead of us. I found him a few 
hundred feet higher up, enjoying a scene 
of rare beauty. As I approached, he 
arose and said: ‘Since you came, - let 
us go a bit higher. He evidently in- 
tended going no farther; but since he 
had company, he was willing to go on.” 

Companionship is an impetus to 
greater effort. 

Wawona, CAtirF, 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, “Separate me Barnabas 
and Saul,” said the Holy Spirit, “for 
the work whereunto I have called them.” 
Out of a storm in the North Atlantic 
the radio brought a cry of distress whose 
senders were swallowed up by the hun- 
gry sea before relief could reach them. 
There was something very pathetic 
about that call sent out by the Raifuku 
Maru: 

“Ship 39 degrees low. Now, very dan- 
ger. Please quick assist !” 

Mere words, yes, and awkwardly 
matched in their ignorance of the Eng- 
lish language; but, accompanied by the 
blinding night of storm and a raging sea, 
they told all too clearly their tragic tale 
to the captains of the S.S. Homeric, the 
S.S. Tuscania, the S.S. Scynthia, and two 
Canadian tugs who rushed to the res- 
cue. But all too late! Thirty-eight 
souls, the entire crew of the Japanese 
freighter, went down and were lost. 

“Separate me Barnabas and Saul,” 
said the Holy Spirit, “for the work 
whereunto I have called them”; and, 
fellows, that work was first to put out 
across the Mediterranean to the rescue 
of a Roman officer who was being stran- 
gled in the net of a sorcerer (Acts 13: 
6-12). It was a spirit call from a Spirit- 
God who had answered the spirit cry 
of a soul in distress. Barnabas and Saul 
heard the call and laid aside every other 
plar to answer the Spirit’s summons. 
They were successful. They threw out 
the life line to Sergius Paulus, and he 
“believed, being astonished at the. doc- 
trine of the Lord.” And on they went, 
finding other precious souls. 

The call from the perishing crew of 
the Raifuku Maru came not by wire nor 
by boat nor by a human messenger, but 
it came by the spirit air: “Please quick 
assist!” 

Fellows, the call which you will an- 
swer when you go on the holy venture 
of relief for Christ’s sake will probably 
not come to you through the usual chan- 
nels which prompt your desires and 
which furnish you the means of a self- 
ish gratification. The call will not come 
merely by the sense of taste or smell 
or touch or sight or hearing. It will be 
a call of the Holy Spirit, and it will 
penetrate into that spirit inside you 
which decides and launches life’s great- 
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est exploits. In that “holy of holies” 
you will hear the Spirit’s voice, clearly, 
distinctly saying, “Separate me 
(your name) for the work whereunto 
I have called you.” And, coincidentally, 
you will hear that other spirit call of 
distress out of the storm that is engulf- 
ing helpless strangers: “Now, very dan- 
ger. Please quick assist!” 

Will you go to the rescue, fellows? 
Some of you must hear that cry of dis- 
tress, and some of you must go. Will it 
be you, or you, or you? Listen, fellows, 
the call is in the air. They are dying. 

Let’s pray: “Oh, Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
are You saying that to me? ‘Separate 
me’? Give me the courage and the faith 
to answer the call.” 


Fontana Dam, N. C. 
b-3 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 








Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ET up flannelgraph board to review 

Acts 1 to 10. A pupil who arrives 
early can put up the strips for Acts 1 
to 10. When the class starts, the girls 
can put the right name opposite each 
chapter. Two boards may be needed 
now that there are ten chapters to put 
up. 

After Cornelius and the other Gentiles 
in his house were baptized, Peter went 
back to Jerusalem. Some of the Chris- 
tian Jews there rebuked him for going 
into a Gentile house and even eating 
there. Petcr might have become angry 
and said, “I did absolutely right. You 
do not know what you are talking 
about.” If he had, there might have 
been a division in the church. But 
Peter had too much grace for that. He 
simply started at the beginning and told 
those at Jerusalem the whole story, so 
that they could see for themselves that 
it was all of God. When the Christian 
Jews heard all about his vision and what 
had followed, they recognized God’s 
leading and praised Him that He was 
willing to save Gentiles, too. Surely we 
should praise God that His salvation is 
for us Gentiles also! 

The rest of Acts 11 tells about the 
first Gentile church which was formed 
in Antioch. ‘Antioch was the third 
largest city of the Roman Empire, with 
an estimated population of 500,000. Only 
the city of Rome itself and Alexandria 
in Egypt were larger. Antioch was a 
beautiful city with luxuries from Rome, 
Greece, and the Orient. But it was 
very wicked. Its heathen festivals were 
so wicked that later on the Emperor 
Constantine forced them to discontinue 
them, 

Now read Acts 11:19-21 and find out 
who took the Gospel to Antioch. (Men 
of Cyprus and Cyrene.) We do not 
even know their names, but we will 
meet them on the other shore. How 
many in Antioch believed in the Lord? 
(A great number.) How is it that some 
unknown Christians could have so much 
influence on a great heathen city? (Be- 
cause the hand of the Lord was with 
them.) 

Read verse 22 and see what the church 
at Jerusalem did when they heard of 


people being saved in Antioch. (They 
sent Barnabas there.) Surely the Lord 
guided them in this choice. Barnabas 


was a big-hearted, generous man, as 
we learned earlier in Acts when we 
saw him selling his possessions and giv- 
ing the money to the apostles to for- 
ward the work of the Lord. He was a 
warm-hearted man, as he evidenced by 
befriending Saul when all the other dis- 
ciples were afraid to trust him. It was 
Barnabas who believed that Saul’s con- 
version was genuine and who welcomed 
him into the church at Jerusalem, 
Read the next two verses. How did 
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Suppose! 


Suppose you are a widow, left some stocks 
or property or insurance. : 

What are you going to do? Worry about 
taxes — upkeep-investment expenses — safety? 
Or put your funds into American Bible Society 
Annuity Agreements and forever after enjoy 
complete freedom from money worries? 

You can make no finer investment than this, 
as good bankers will tell you. You receive a 
generous return on your money. Your income 
(which is entitled to certain tax exemptions) 
is guaranteed for your entire lifetime, will 
never vary in amount even when times are 
bad. And as you enjoy financial security, you 
also have the priceless satisfaction of knowing 
that you are contributing to the world-wide 
ministry of the Bible and thus bringing peace 
and enlightenment to mankind. 

Why not let the American Bible Society 
take over your money worries? Learn more 
about this great Christian Plan which enables 
you to give and receive generously 
at the same time. Send today for 
the interesting free booklet, “A 
Gift That Lives.” 







MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY WITHOUT FAIL! 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 


Please send me, without obligation, your 
booklet 8SS entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 
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Barnabas feel when he saw many Gen- 
tiles saved? What did he exhort them 
to do? How much we need that ex- 
hortation today! If each one of us 
would cleave to the Lord with purpose 
of heart, we might have a church as fine 
as the one in Antioch. What was the 
result of Barnabas’ exhorting? (Much 
people was added to the Lord.) Who 
did Barnabas get to come and teach the 
new converts? (Saul.) How long did 
they stay there? (A whole year.) And 
the believers of Antioch did cleave to 
the Lord with purpose of heart. We 
know this because the people of Anti- 
och named them Christians. They spoke 
so much of Christ and acted so like Him 
that they were thought of as “Christ’s 
ones.” 

Now read verses 27-30. What a lovely 
thing this was! The church of Antioch 
was largely composed of Gentiles. Re- 
member it was some distance from Pal- 
estine. There was a great barrier be- 
tween Jew and Gentile before Christ 
came, but here we see it completely 
broken down. A prophet from Jeru- 
salem came to Antioch and told them 
that there was to be a famine all over 
the world. The believers of Antioch 
immediately decided to send as much as 
they could spare to help the many poor 
brethren in Judea. Most of these would 
be Jews. Who carried their gifts to 
Jerusalem? (Barnabas and Saul.) That 
must have been a great thrill to these 
servants of the Lord. Just a. year or 
two before, the Christians of Antioch 
had been ungodly heathen. Now they 
have been transformed into the likeness 
of Christ sufficiently to plan of their 
own accord to send everything they 
could spare to people whom they had 
formerly hated, because they were Jews. 
But in Christ natural enmity is replaced 
by divine love. 

Now before we finish our little study 
of the church at Antioch we will find 
out something that was happening in 
Jerusalem about the same time. Donna, 
let us have your flannelgraph story of 
“Peter Delivered from Prison.” 

The last verse of Acts 12 tells of the 
return of Barnabas and Saul to Anrti- 
och. The church at Antioch had sent 
out material help under the direction 
of the Holy Spirit. Here He leads them 
to send out something even more im- 
portant. Read Acts 13:1-4. The Holy 
Spirit now directs them to send out 
missionaries. They do not say, “Oh, we 
need them here so badly, we cannot 
spare them”; they obey immediately. 
They are now sending out the Gospel 
to those in spiritual need. But if they 
had failed to give material things they 
might not have had the honor of being 
the first church to send out foreign mis- 
sionaries, 

What an example the church of An- 
tioch is to us: (1) Composed of be- 
lievers growing more and more like 
Christ, (2) Winning an increasing num- 
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ber in their own city, (3) Sending mate- 
rial help to those in need, and (4) Send- 
ing the Gospel out to heathen lands. 

Equipment for next time: Flannel- 
backed strips for Acts 11 and 12, also 
“The First Gentile Church” and “Peter 
Delivered From Prison”; a map such as 
“Roman Empire and Paul’s Journeys” 
which may be purchased for $1 from 
the Scripture Press, 434 S. Wabash Ave., 
Chicago 5. 

Assignments for next time: Mary, be 
ready to tell us what happened at 
Paphos (Acts 13:6-13). Helen, be ready 
to tell us what happened at Antioch in 
Pisidia (Acts 13:14-50). Patricia, be 
ready to tell us what happened at Lystra 
(Acts 14:8-20). 

FERNDALE, WASH. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Living Up te the Name Christian 
(Acts 11:22-30) 

ELIEVE it or not— Stephen was not 

called a Christian while stones were 
hurled at him. Cornelius and his fam- 
ily were not called Christians either. 
The word had not even been made up 
then. Not until some of the traveling 
preachers reached Antioch with the Gos- 
pel (On the map suggested for the last 
lesson draw another colored line to An- 
tioch) did someone make up the name 
Christian for the followers of Christ — 
it really means “belonging to Christ.” 
It was a good name, and today we shall 
see how some of the early Christians 
lived up to the name. Then we can 
think what we should do to live up to 
it, too. 

When I print the word “CHRISTIAN” 
(print vertically), you see other smaller 
words making it up: “Christ,” “I,” “is,” 
“an,” and so forth. Today we are not 
thinking of the spelling words in “Chris- 
tian,”- but the living thoughts in it. 
First find Acts 11:19, 20. Read it to find 
what some did, showing they belonged 
to Christ, and deserved the name “Chris- 
tian” — something beginning. with S. 
“Spake unto the Grecians.” How was 
that doing what Christ said? “Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations” (Matt. 
28:19, last week’s Memory Verse). (Us- 
ing the S of “Christian,” print, “Spake 
unto the Grecians.”) * Now read on in 
the next verse (Acts 11:21) to find what 
happened because these folks were good 
Christians and spoke about Christ to 
others — it will fit the N of “Christian.” 
(“Number believed.”) 

Then from Jerusalem came one of the 
finest Christians, named Barnabas. He 
encouraged the new Christians in Anti- 
och to stick close to the Lord —not be 
off-and-on-again Christians, but all-the- 
time Christians. Find what he said in 
verse 23—it begins with C, and is a 
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one for the first letter of “Chris- 
tian.” (“Cleave unto the Lord.”) In the 
next verse find who made Barnabas, and 
everyone else, too, a good Christian. Who 
will fill that in for the right letter in 
“Christian”? (“Holy Ghost.”) 

So many Christians there were in An- 
tioch! Barnabas needed a helper. Off 
he went and brought Saul back with 
him. Then they did what every Chris- 
tian should do (v. 26— begins with A). 
(“Assembled themselves with the 
church.”) Being men who studied their 
Bible, as every Christian should, they 
also (“Taught much people.”) 
Where was it the Christians were so 
Christlike, that they got their name, 
Christians? Yes, in Antioch. (Use “In 
Antioch” for the second I of the acros- 
tic.) 

Hard times came. The crops did not 
grow. Especially around Jerusalem in 
Judea the famine was bad. Christians 
there were hungry. Did the Christians 
in Antioch say: “We can’t help those 
foreigners. Times are ‘hard here, too. 
We don’t have any too much to eat our- 
selves.” Verse 29 tells what they, sent 
(“Relief unto the brethren”), and where 
the brethren were (“In Judza”). 

Now we know how the Christians of 
olden days lived up to the name Chris- 
tian. Can we get some ideas to help 
us live up to this wonderful name, too? 
Let children consider each and make 
practical application. Under C might be 
discussed questionable practices, such as 
movies, dancing, smoking. Considering 
R and I, there may be some means of 
participating in foreign relief. “Remem- 
ber the words of the Lord Jesus, how 
he said, It is more blessed to give than 
to receive” (Acts 20:35, Memory Verse). 
“In Antioch” may be interpreted thus: 
to live Christlike lives in their own 
homes. The Holy Spirit helps on that. 
A should encourage church as well as 
Sunday school attendance. N may lead 
to prayer that the same be accomplished 
for your church. 


Orono, MAINE, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for 1950 and 


explaining the conditions upon which ilius- 
trations are accepted may Lt from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. 8 id for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 he e best one. 
Illustrations must reach the es three 


months in advance of the lesson, and should 

not be clip) from earlier “Illustration Round 

Tables.” erence is given to illustrations 

on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 

to limit Pihe total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

The Only One Who Did Not Go.—And 
the disciples were called Christians first 
in Antioch (Acts 11:26, Golden Text). 
The one book of prophecy in the New 
Testament was written to seven foreign 
missionary churches in Asia. The dis- 
ciples were called Christians first in 
a foreign missionary community. The 
language of the books of the New Testa- 
ment is the missionary’s language. The 
map of the early Christian world is 
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"The NEW ‘Magazine of Christian Truth 


Edited by Dr. Donald G. Barnhouse 





ETERNITY will feature a monthly review of world problems in the 


light of the Bible, written by the Editor. His tomorrow 
articles on current events have been months ahead of opinions pay wa in 
secular magazines and newspapers. In 1931 he published a map of Euro 
as it would be in the end times, showing the abolition of Germany and the 
predominance of Russia, when there was no secular indication of events 
that have now taken place. The views expressed in his magazine writings 
on Hitler, Franco, the Russian-German iance, post-war chaos and the 
failure of the United Nations, Japan's plans for aggression in Asia and 
Tito’s departure from Russia were quite contrary to those of the world's 
press pny grow columnists but in accord with the facts as time went on. 











FEATURES 


On the editorial page Dr. Barnhouse will bring to readers timely thoughts 
resulting from his reading and study of the Word of God, history and 
current events. 


INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS. Dr. Robert R. Fritsch, beloved'professor emeri- 
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the tracings of the missionary journeys 
of the apostles. The problems that arose 
in the early church were largely ques- 
tions of missionary procedure. Of the 
twelve apostles chosen by the Lord Jesus 
every apostle except one became a mis- 
sionary. The only man among the 
twelve apostles who did not become a 
missionary became a traitor—From the 
Expositor. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, 
Nashville, Tenn. 


No Danger of Contagion.—Preaching 
the word .. . preaching the Lord Jesus 
(Acts 11:19, 20). At a ministerial meet- 
ing a good many years ago, one of the 
speakers, with a broad Scotch accent 
and a keen sense of humor—Dr. A. 
Logan Geggie—recalled a story con- 
cerning the sermon-taster of a congre- 
gation, who was asked by her minister, 
after a sermon in which he had roved 
far and wide, “Elspeth, what have you 
to say of my sermon?” Her reply should 
convict multitudes of religious lecturers 
who claim’ unjustly to be preachers of 
the Gospel: “Dominie, gin the text had 
had the smallpox, ye wouldna hae caught 
the. disease.” When we recall the solemn 
abjuration of the Apostle Paul to Tim- 
othy, “I charge thee in the sight of God, 
and of Christ Jesus, who shall judge the 
living and the dead, and by his appear- 
ing and his kingdom: preach the word,” 
we wonder what will be the answer of 
such before the judgment seat of Christ. 
—From the Alliance Weekly. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


What We Are Sent To Preach.— 
Preaching the Lord Jesus (Acts 11:20). 
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We are sent to preach —not sociology, 
but salvation; not economics, but evange- 
lism; -not reform, but redemption; not 
culture, but conversion; not progress, 
but pardon; not the new social order, 
but the new birth; not revolution, but 
regeneration; not renovation, but re- 
vival; not renunciation, but resurrection; 
not a new organization, but a new cre- 
ation; not democracy, but the Gospel; 
not civilization, but Christ. We are 
ambassadors — not diplomats—From H., 
T. K., in Choice Gleanings Calendar. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 
Prize illustration. 


No Overcrowding.—And a great num- 
ber believed, and turned unto the Lord 
(Acts 11:21). When West Point Cadet 
Ralph Stephenson of Jena, La., and his 
fiancee, June McFarland of Yonkers, 
N. Y., won $4,600 on a radio program 
recently, they enthusiastically invited 
their radio audience to attend their wed- 
ding during the Military Academy’s 
“June Week,” 1950. . The response 
alarmed them. A publicity man for the 
program claimed 4,600 acceptances have 
been received, and that a million peo- 
ple may turn up! Lieut. Col. William 
Proctor, West Point’s publicity head, 
said officers were gratified at the pub- 
lic response, but asked the public to 
stay away because of the physical im- 
possibility of accommodating such a 
large gathering. But there is a prospec- 
tive wedding to which people are in- 
vited by radio, press, platform, and 
pulpit — that regardless of how many ac- 
cept, there is no possibility of over- 
crowding the “Chapel.” We refer to the 
marriage of the Lamb to His bride, the 
Church, in Heaven. Every born-again 
person is a member of that true Church, 


‘and on his way to the wedding !—From 


Tom M. Olson, in Now. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


Not a Weeping Time.—Who, when he 
came, and had seen the grace of God, 
was glad (Acts 11:23). The train from 
the south slowed down in Waverley Sta- 
tion, Edinburgh, one day in 1898, and a 
little African girl was handed down onto 
the platform from the open door — then 
another followed and another and still 
another. A woman whose white face 
was more like yellow parchment fol- 
lowed, and gathered the four little Af- 
rican girls around her. The children’s 
eyes were wide open with wonder while 
the newsboys’ eyes were wide open with 
astonishment. They would have been 
amazed beyond measure if they had 
known that this was “Mary Slessor of 
Calabar,” the “Great-White-Ma-Who- 
Lived-Alone,” “The White Queen of 
Okoyong,” who had mastered cannibals, 
conquered wild drunken chiefs brandish- 
ing loaded muskets, had faced hunger 
and thirst under the flaming heat of 
Africa, had walked unscathed by night 
through forests haunted by ferocious 
leopards to triumph over regiments of 
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frenzied savages drawn up for battle, 
had rescued from death hundreds of 
baby twins thrown out to be eaten by 
ants or wild animals, and had now 
brought kome to Scotland from Africa, 
on a much-needed and well-earned fur- 
lough, four of these her rescued chil- 
dren. Seventeen years after this her 
Heavenly Father called her Home to 
Himself. A fellow missionary conducted 
her funeral service right in the heart 
of the district where she had worked 
for forty-one years. It was a wonderful 
assembly. All government offices were 
temporarily closed. Large numbers of 
people were there, from the highest to 
the humblest of both races. And there 
was a great stillness. Suddenly a hyster- 
ical native girl began to wail. Old 
Mammy Fuller, who had loved Mary so 
much, was standing beside the preacher. 
She turned to the girl, and said, “Hush, 
lassie! Praise God from whom all bless- 
ings flow.” All the people had cause to 
praise God that day because He had sent 
Mary Slessor to them and had spared her 
to serve Him there so many years.—From 
Basil Mathews’ “Book of Missionary 
Heroes.” Sent by Anna A. Milligan, 
Sterling, Kans. 


Trading First Things for Second Best. 
—As they ministered to the Lord, and 
fasted; the Holy Ghost said, Separate 
me Barnabas and Saul for the work 
whereunto I have called them (Acts 13: 
2). C. J. Glittenberg of the China In- 
land Mission recounted an invitation to 
dinner at the home of a millionaire lady 
in Chicago. Many rich and aristocratic 
people had been invited. He himself, 
to his great surprise, was seated at the 
place of honor. He kept asking himself, 
“Why am I here?” At length the lady 
began to inquire about famine condi- 
tions in China. “My husband and I have 
given famine relief for the starving peo- 
ple in China, and I would like to know 
something of the results of that work,” 
said the hostess. Then she went on to 
say: “When Billy Sunday was here in 
Chicago I was converted; and God called 
me to go to China. I knew I should be 
a missionary. But I met a young man 
and I got married. Then I settled down. 
I have all I want, and my husband and 
I get along well. But I gave up the 
best for second things. I went back on 
God and I have never been happy since 
that time. Mr. Glittenberg, wherever 
you go, I want you to tell my story to 


other young people.”—From Prairie 
Overcomer. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, 
Andes, N. Y. 


Real Praying.—And when they had 
fasted and prayed, and laid their hands 
on them, they sent them away (Acts 
13:3). A Christian layman, at a mis- 
sionary convention, prayed earnestly, 
“O Lord, send laborers into Thy harvest 
field.” Then as the Spirit carried him 
along, he prayed, “O Lord, send someone 
from our state convention into Thy har- 
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vest field.” He paused a moment, and 
then continued, “O Lord, send someone 
from our church into Thy harvest field !” 
Again there was a pause, longer this 
time, and an inward struggle seemed to 
be taking place. At length he prayed, 
“I have a daughter — just one daughter. 
O Lord, if it be pleasing to Thee, send 
her into Thy harvest field.” That was 
real prayer for missions—From_ the 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
David City, Nebr. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


HIS is a lesson the children can 

easily understand, for they are liv- 
ing in a time of sending food and cloth- 
ing to those who are in need. Our verses 
tell of a great shortage of food in all 
the world. How like conditions today! 
We listen to the radio and hear of need 
all through Europe, and we pick up 
our missionary magazine and read of 
need in China, need in Japan, starvation 
in India. It seems as if most of the 
world is hungry except America. And 
because God has been so gracious to us, 
our duty and pleasure is to share with 
those in need. 

As we read in Acts 11, it seems to me 
that the disciples in Antioch may not 
have had too much, but they were not 
as poor as the saints in Jerusalem, so 
they sent gifts to them. What a lesson 
for us! Some people say they have 
nothing to give: it takes all they can 
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fore distribution. Write, stating pumber of leaflets 


earn to supply their own needs. Then 
we see them spending money for many 
things they do not need, and we _woncer 
about their honesty. Many cf the chil- 
dren’s families may have sent CARE 
packages to other countries, and what 
delight they have when a letter comes 
back from the grateful family over- 
seas ! 

But the desire to send a package over- 
seas is so much deeper when we have 
a loved one or friends there. I have 
an Italian neighbor who has a father, 
and a sister and family in Italy. They 

Send for free catalogs of tracts, books, and were in the path of the German Army 
Christian novelties that took away. everything there - was 

OSTERHUS PUBLISHING HOUSE on the farm: the cow, horse, sheep, 
4500 W. Broadway Minneapolis 22,Minn = chickens —all the food they had. All 
that was left was the stone house and 
barn, and the family with no food and 
no way to get any. She has been send- 
ing them food and eclcthing as often 
as she can. Many letters have come 
back thanking her for things, but often 
she heard nothing from them. Recently 
a cousin made a visit there and when 
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many boxes packed and shipped by one 
person to another. The safest way is 
to send a CARE package and you may 
be sure it will be delivered and a re- 
ceipt sent to the sender. Nothing is 
too much for Mary to send to Italy, for 
she loves her father and sisters. 

I wonder if we should not all feel 
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the same way about our Christian 
brothers and sisters who are in need in 
every ccun‘ry. The church in Antioch, 
long ago, set us the example of sharing 
what we have. One of the very nicest 
things and one of the most interesting 
things, too, for a children’s class to do 
is to fix a box to send to a missionary 
for the children at her station. I know 
of a class of children who have just 
sent twin dolls, all dressed, to the leper 
hospital in Kano, Nigeria. 

Why don’t we make this lesson prac- 
tical, and start a box for some needy 
ones? Almost every child has toys of 
which he is tired. They are not broken, 
and a bit of paint will brighten them up 
like new. Maybe it is a doll and she 
needs new clothes. Never send anything 
that is not nice and new looking, though 
it may not be new. Remember, you 
are giving these things to other chil- 
dren just as if you were giving them 
to the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and 
you would not think of giving Him 
soiled and torn things, would you? 

Couldn’t you save a little money to 
share, too? You say you don’t have 
much. But if you have any, some of 
it belongs to the Lord. Really, it all 
belongs to Him, and He just lets you 
use it for a while. A nice way to keep 
books is to get two little jars.or boxes, 
and put your money in one and the 
money for the Lord in the other. If you 
always give Him His tenth first, you 
will always have some money to use 
for others. I know some little children 
who always lay aside the Lord’s money, 
and take joy in giving it either to His 
church or to some needy one, in His 
name. If you have never tried it, you 
have missed one of the big joys in life. 
We have a great Memory Verse today: 
“Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, 
how he said, It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.” I hope every child 
will learn it, not only memorize it, but 
get it into the heart. I like to say, 
“Learn the verse by heart.” That means 
more than just memorizing it. 

Then if every child learns the verse 
by heart, every child will want to do 
some giving. A heart that wants to give 
will make hands want to give, and the 
child will become a cheerful, much 
blessed, giver. 


FELTON, CALIF. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 54) 


1. They had not yet learned the truth 
of Acts 11:18, but still thought like 
Peter before God dealt with him (10: 
28). 

2. They were Hellenistic Jews, with 
Grecian sympathies, and their distance 
from Jerusalem helped to free them 
from the bondage of the stricter sects. 
But see also 2 Corinthians 5:14a. 


3. They preached “the: Lord Jesus,” 
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not “that this is very Christ” (9:22). 
4. God is not confined to established 

order. If the established order will not 

answer, He raises up new instruments. 

5. That it had recovered from the ef- 

fects of the dispersion, perhaps by the 
return of many, and the addition of new 
converts. 
' 6. This “son of consolation” (4:36), 
with his big heart and his wide sym- 
pathies, was just the man. A stickler 
for order (a Judaizer, for instance) 
would have ruined the work. 

7. See Acts 9:26, 27; and his willing- 
ness to yield leadership to Saul in chap- 
ter 13. Compare the order in chapter 
13:2, 13. 

8. See 1 Corinthians 9:11. 

9. The action of God, choosing; the 
action of the church, loosing; the action 
of the called, going. 

10. His persecuting zeal was, on the 
human side, responsible for its found- 
ing; ahd it became his headquarters for 
evangelizing the Gentile world. 

WHEATON, ILL. 
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Children at Home 


IV. Fu Ming Finds the Way 
By H. Barbara Tharp 


ITH everything else forgotten, Fu 
Ming listened in amazement to the 
almost unbelievable words— “This true 
God, who created the world, and man, 
who made the sun and stars, this great 
God loved us poor sinful Chinese and 
American people so much that He sent 
His only Son down to earth to die on 
the cross and bear our sins. If we but 
confess that we are sinners, trust and 
believe in our hearts that He died for 
us, and was raised from the dead, then 
we will be saved. And when we die 
we will go to be with Him in Heaven.” 
Mr. Ch’eng picked up a small black- 
covered book and said, “Listen, my 
friends, to what the Heavenly Father 
says in His Book.” He turned the pages 
and read —“Confounded be all they that 
serve graven images, that boast them- 
selves of idols.” “You see,” he con- 
tinued, “the Bible says that you must 
not worship idols, but you must trust 
in the one true God. He will be your 
Father and will help you through all 
your troubles. Just pray to Him and 
have faith to believe that He will help 
you.” 

Then there is a true God! Fu Ming 
had never heard anything so wonder- 
ful! To think that if you believed in 
Him, He would be your Father. “Oh, 
true God,” breathed Fu Ming, “I be- 
lieve in You, won't You be my 
Father?” 

An hour later, the hall was empty, 
save for Mr. Ch’eng and Fu Ming. At 
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the end of the service the missionary 
had spoken kindly to the boy, inviting 
him to attend the mission school, where 
he could learn to read the Bible. Fu 
Ming wished he could read that precious 
Book. It had been wonderful to sit 
there listening to Mr. Ch’eng reading 
many comforting words from it. He 
liked that part where it said, “Casting 
all your care upon him; for he careth 
for you.” Fu Ming was anxious to get 
home and tell his mother about his 
new-found joy and his Heavenly Father 
who would care for them. He wanted 
his mother to trust in God, too. 

Looking out of the open door Fu Ming 
saw that the shadows were growing long. 
“It is time to start for home,” he said, 
and reluctantly bade farewell to Mr. 
Ch’eng. 

“Remember that we will be praying 
for you,” said Mr. Ch’eng as he handed 
him a small New Testament. “Take this 
with you; it will be a help and a guide 
for you on your path.” 

Fu Ming was just beyond the city 
gate, when an empty straw cart rum- 
bled up and a voice called, “Hi, boy, 
how far are you going?” 

“As far as Willow Tree Village,” he 
answered. 

“Then climb up, Son, for that is right 
on my way.” 

Fu Ming scrambled up, and _ said 
breathlessly, “I am sure the true God 
sent you along, because I asked Him to 
help me to get home quickly.” 

“Well, I, too, am a Jesus believer,” 
said the man in surprise, “how good that 
we have met!” 

Fu Ming told him all his story, not 
noticing how quickly they were going. 
The horses were keen to be home, and 
they fairly skimmed over’ the dusty, 
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Stories from real life 
Christ-centered fiction 


led for today's youth 
Ponpetical and: true-to- SAmMp 
Bible ls 
SscaiPrltliae Pepess 
Dept. SSP-10 , 434 $. Wabash, Chicago 5, Ill. 











General Director of the Mission. 
conversion from rabbinical Judaism. 
people in various lands. 


ists and also subjected to Nazi atrocities. 


in honor of his Jubilee Year. 


accomplish much. 


252 N. Dillon Street, 





The Golden Gubllee ofa Great Mission 


The Board of Directors of THE AMERICAN EUROPEAN BETHEL MISSION, ING., 
announces that 1950 marks the Golden Jubilee of Dr. Leon Rosenberg, Founder and 
It also falls on his 75th birthday in the 55th year of his 
For these 50 years he has faithfully witnessed to his 


HIS OUTSTANDING EXPERIENCES.—Dr. Rosenberg is the only living Jewish mission- 
ary who was exiled to Siberia under Czaristic despotism; sentenced to death by Red terrot- 


In'seniority, he is considered the dean of Jewish missionaries. 
Christian Evangelical Church; also a Missionary School and Orphanage for Jewish children. 
His witness for his Messiah has been most fruitful through the years, and among his 
spiritual children are a number who have become outstanding missionaries and ministers in 
various countries. The Mission now has a number of stations here in the U.S.A., Eastern- 
Western Europe and two in Israeli (Palestine), namely in Haifa.and Jerusalem. 


AN EARNEST REQUEST.—The Board of Directors trust that many friends of Jewish 
evangelism will join them in thanksgiving for these 50 years of 
he may have still more years of blessed accomplishment. 


Dr. Rosenberg has prepared an attractive and fully illustrated booklet telling some of his 
experiences under the Czar, Lenin, ahd Hitler. It is to be sent free to all who contact him 
It is his specific wish that no money be spent for felicitation 
cards, etc., but that, however small the amount, it might be sent to help meet some of the 
desperate needs existing in Europe and Palestine where his workers are in a position to 


THE AMERICAN EUROPEAN BETHEL MISSION, INC. 


He founded the first Hebrew 


service and in praying 


Les Angeles 26, Calif. 
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Make d money sell- 
AGENTS ing our quick, as 
merchandise. Complete 
WANTED line of Bibles, Books, 
Mottoes, Greeting Cards, Calendars, 
Sunday School Supplies. Easy pleasant 
work—Li Commissions. 
S200ne0000 8008 WRITE TODAY FOR FULL DETAILS 


THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. A-4 Butler, Indiana 











When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


& Read PROPHELY 


MONTHLY 









, guidance, Bible 
its important 

articles. and news features. 

Editor: Dr. Keith L. Brooks Asso. Editor: Dr. v. C. Oltrogge 

= $1; Foreign, $1.35 yr. 

Be ofthe Le: -wide prayer and mis- 

sienergllalowship, *eBilicel beoke being supplied free 

to missionaries, needy workers, and prisons, as God’s 

people provide. 

Write for details of this faith and non-profit works 

AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC. 


BOX BB, EAGLE ROCK STATION, LOS ANGELES 41, CALIF, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Moody Bible Institute 


Interdenominational, tuition-free 
training for every type of Christian 
service. Eight basic courses, includ- 
ing the new Missionary Technical 
course. Nearly 52,000 already 
trained. Write for free catalog. 
Address Admissions, Dept. 1222 


153 Institute Place . Chicago 10, lll. 

















A NEW EDITION OF 


A Chemist and His Bible 


By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D.,Sc.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
man who for many years was the Direc- 
tor of Research of one of the world’s 
largest industrial corporations. 

Now in its third edition, bringing it up to 
date in view of later discoveries in the field 
of atomic energy, in a 48-page booklet. 

Paper bound — 30 cents, postpaid 





The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. 138th St., Philadelphia 56, Pa. 











ANOTHER BIG SPIRITUAL TREAT 
POUNDER'S WEEK CONFERENCE 


JANUARY 30 to FEBRUARY 5 


HEAR THESE 
GREAT SPEAKERS 





Dr. S. Maxwell Coder ¢ Dr. Bob Cook 
Dr. W. A. Criswell 


Rev. J. A. Fernandez e Gavin Hamilton 


e Dr. William Culbertson 


Dr. Vance Havner ¢ Dr. G. Coleman Luck 
H. G. Mackay e Dr. Alva J. McClain 

Dr. J. Vernon McGee «¢ 

Dr. H. H. Savage 
Mrs. Ruth Stull 


B. M. Nottage 

e Dr. Ralph H. Stoll 
e Bishop E. J. Swalm 
Rev. Fred C. Zarfas 


GOSPEL MUSICIANS INCLUDE: 


Gordon A. Curtis 
George Beverly Shea 


Gene Jordan 
Al Zahlout 
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For detailed program or other information write: 


Henry Kraakevik, Director, Extension Department 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Dept. S 1846 
153 Institute Place 
Chicago 10, Illinois 
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bumpy road. Now they were rounding 
the bend by the little shrine, and there 
was the village in the shadow of the 
willows. The sun had set and Fu Ming 
knew his mother would be anxious about 
him. Thanking the kind farmer, he 
jumped from the cart and ran toward 
home. 

“Keep praying,” the man called, “and 
God will make a way.” 

(To be continued) 


% 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 5 


2. Youth Build! 
(1 Cor. 3:9-13; Rom. 1:16; 14:17, 19) 
(Christian Endeavor Day) 
Topics are copyrighted by the Internationa! 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


T WAS during the first week in Feb- 

ruary, 1881, that a little group of 
earnest Christians met together in the 
parsonage of the Williston Church at 
Williston, Maine, and formed a young 
people’s society that has now come to 
be known all over the world as the 
International Society of Christian En- 
@ieavor. It is for this reason that. the 
first Sunday in February is set apart 
in many young people’s organizations to 
commemorate Christian Endeavor Day. 


we 


The topic for consideration this week 
calls attention to youth’s responsibility 
and privilege in building for Christ, for 
the Christian Church, and for individual 
growth and advancement in the Chris- 
tian life. We saw when we considered 
last week’s topic that God has a defi- 
nite plan and design for each believer. 
Without that plan, activity can mean 
only wasted effort and confusion. But, 
having gone to Him in prayer and asked 
for His direction, and having faithfully 
read His Guidebook, the Bible, our re- 
sponsibility is then to move forward in 
the way that He shows us and in the 
strength that He provides with that 
alertness and fervency of spirit that He 
is ready to use in building great things. 

e 

It is well to heed, in the very begin- 
ning, that primary lesson in building 
that is laid down for us in God’s Word. 
You will recall that in the parable of 
the wise man and the foolish man, the 
first buiit his house upon a rock, while 
the second built his on the sand (Matt. 
7:24-29). There is no intimation that 
the second man was any less sincere, 
or that he was a poorer workman than 
the first. He probably put into his 
building an equal amount of endeavor 
and skill and labor. But his foolishness 
is seen in that he constructed his house 
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Lesson for February 5 


upon a foundation which could not 
withstand the storm. 

Common knowledge and observation 
should have told him that sand has the 
habit of shifting and giving way when 
rain and wind and floods come. On the 
other hand, the rock withstands the 
storm, and cannot be moved. 

The Word tells us plainly that the rock 
is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself (Exod. 
17:6; 1 Pet. 2:7, 8). History and even 
limited experience should help us see 
that all other foundations have shifted 
and proved unreliable under the tests 
of the storms of life. There is safety 
and security only on the rock. 


we 

having selected the enduring 
foundation, it is possible to build fool- 
ishly upon it (1 Cor. 3:12, 13). Notice 
the two distinct types of building mate- 
rials that are mentioned. On one hand 
are wood, hay, and stubble, which are 
often readily available and to be had 
without much effort or cost. Their use 
makes it possible to make a consider- 
able showing in a comparatively short 
time. Do they not speak to us of Chris- 
tian work that shows zeal but without 
knowledge, that which is noisy and 
showy in the Christian life rather than 
the quiet, less spectacular, and often 
slower progress that comes only through 
patient study of the Word, and faithful 
day-by-day seeking after God’s will and 
enabling? 

In contrast to the wood, hay, and stub- 
ble are gold and silver and precicus 
stones. These are not usually found on 
the surface, but must be mined with 
perseverance and care and real effort. 
There is not very much limelight and 
praise of men down in the mine. but 
the result of such effort endures, 
whereas the more quicklv accumulated 
wood, hay, and stubble disappear in the 
day of testing. 


But, 


4 


But God’s Word also shows us that 
it is unnecessary for us, as God’s work- 
men, to be “ashamed” (2 Tim. 2:15). 
We have not in ourselves the skill or 
the understanding or ability to do a good 
job, but we have a Master Builder who 
has promised to direct us and enable us 
(Jas. 1:5; Phil. 4:19). If we will but 
read and study His textbook, the Bible, 
He will make it possible for us to do 
work that will meet with His approval, 
and will stand the test of His appraisal. 

ox 

Finally, we should recognize that good 
building and good workmanship will be 
rewarded (1 Cor. 3:14). This reward is 
not eternal life. Salvation is never 
given as a reward for faithful service. 
It comes only through acceptance of the 
Lord Jesus Christ as personal Saviour 
and an acknowledgment of Him as God’s 
only Son. But faithful service under 
His direction, after we have accepted 
Him as our Saviour, carries a definite 
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reward. It brings a reward of joy and 
satisfaction in this life such as can be 
had in no other way. But more than 
this, it brings a definite reward in the 
life to come, and the satisfaction that 
one’s efforts for Him will last. Foolish 
service, even though carried out with 
the best of intentions must be swept 
away. Service that is carried on in His 
name without His direction and without 
conformity to His plan cannot endure 
(1 Cor. 3:13, 15). The individual be- 
liever will be saved, for he has trusted 
for his salvation in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, but his works, which were car- 
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A monthly magazine for boys and giris 
Contains thrilling 
stories 
Missionary 
material 
Bible contests 
Riddles 
and new songs 
Subscribe now to 
join the Bible 
archery contest 
45c per year 
50c foreign 
Write for sample 


1505 Race St., Phila. 2, Pa. 





BIBLE CLUB MOVEMENT 









address Department P 


BAPTIST ORTHODOXY in a Christian Spirit 
Preparing men for service in all parts of the world. 
Thrilling courses in Theology, Church History, Christ- 
ian Education, Music, Missions, etc. For further infor- 
mation address Earl S. Kalland, Pres., Dept. P 


§511 S. E. Hawthorne Blvd., Portland 15, Oregon 


A GRADUATE SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY 
with A PRE-THEOLOGICAL DEPARTMENT 
The West Point of Theological Preparation, Soundly 
Conservative, Evangelistic, Missionary, Baptist . . : 
attended by students from all denominations. 
interested in contributing to Expansion Work should 
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! Gentlemen:- 

: Please tell me, without obligation, how | may 
i provide an income for life, for myself or a 
} survivor. 


tame 
|! Street and No. 
1 City and State 
t Date of Birth 





O the fortunate possessor of 

an A.S.S.U: Assured Income 
Agreement, dreams of travel at leisure 
in later years, and other dreams, too, 
do come true. 
Based upon the expanding mis- 
siénary enterprises of the conserva- 
tively managed pioneer Sunday-school 
organization of the United States, such 
an a t insures a liberal income 
for life on the amount invested. It is 
fire-, burglar-, litigation- and depres- 


sion- -pooel, and yields elderly le a some- 
what more generous income m other safe 
securities. 

Assure your worry-free future nowt 
the cou Box 


SS * 














AMERICAN SUNDAY 
SCHOOL UNION 


1816 Chestnut Street 
Philadelphia 3, Pa, 
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ried on without Christ’s direction and 
blessing, must go. 
wg 


How important it is, then, first of all 
to be sure that we are on the rock Christ 
Jesus, then, day by day, to seek His 
plan and His enabling for that day, 
trusting Him completely as the Master 
Builder to guide our energies and our 
efforts into those channels that will 
mean enduring and approved building. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Missionary Qualifications 


HE Interdenominational Foreign Mis- 

sion Association of North America 
issues an unusually good pamphlet of 
ten pages entitled “Missionary Qualifica- 
tions and Preparation.” It is concise 
and definite, and sets forth spiritual, in- 
tellectual, and physical qualifications, as 
well as a number of things that must 
be kept in mind when preparing for 
the mission field. A few good books 
are recommended. Single copies of this 
pamphlet may be had free. A price list 
of the pamphlets issued by the Asgocia- 








“The Pagan God of Masonry“ 
“Why | Left Freemasonry” 


For sample copies address THOMAS M. SLATER 
6 Carteret Street Upper Montclair, New Jersey 
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CHRISTIAN 
5000 WORKERS WANTED 
to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, hand- 
some Scripture mottoes, Scripture calendars, 
greeting cards. Good commission, Send for 
free catalog and price list. 
GEORGE W. NOBLE, The Christian Co. 

Dept. 6-M Pontiac Bldg. CHICAGO 5, ILL. 
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tion may be had upon request, and a 
complete, sample set of literature may 
be had for thirty-five cents. Communi- 
cations should be addressed to the Rev. 
A. B. Holm, secretary, the Interdenomi- 
national Foreign Mission Association of 
North America, 375 Carlton Ave., Brook- 
lyn 5, N. Y. 
ve 


With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 





Days to Remember. Compiled and de- 
signed by Maude E. Smith. (Service and 
Supplies for Christian Work, 21 Maiden 
Lane, New York 7; paper, $1; leather- 
ette, $1.50.) Miss Smith, who directs the 
work of the Service and Supplies Depot, 
has done an excellent piece of work in 
producing this mechanically bound book, 
which can be used as a diary; appoint- 
ment book; record of birthdays; anni- 
versaries, and the like. There is a verse 
of Scripture printed for each day of the 
year, with sufficient space for memo- 
randa. Each month begins with a beau- 
tiful poem, a spiritually helpful article, 
and a fine line drawing of the flower 
of the month. Birthstones for the’ vari- 
ous months are given. Easter dates 
until 1967 are shown, and the wedding 
anniversaries, so frequently needed and 
so often difficult to remember, are listed, 
This book would make an ideal gift. 


Trumpet Notes in Congo. By Austin 
Paul. (Africa Inland Mission, Inc., 
Brooklyn 5, N. Y., $1.50.) “Whosoever 
heareth the sound of the trumpet... 
and ,. . . taketh warning shall deliver 
his soul” (Ezek. 33:4, 5). The trumpets 
of the Congo Evangelistic Team sound 
forth with startling clearness in the for- 
ests of the Belgian Congo, calling the 
African from his thatched hut to hear, 
perhaps for the first time, the gracious 
invitation, “Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.” 

To Austin Paul, God gave the vision 
of how the Gospel might reach many un- 
touched parts of the Congo, if he would 
train a team of native Africans to play 
the trumpet and preach the Gospel. This 
he did, and, with the constraining love 
of Christ in their hearts, the team set 
forth to win souls for Him, 

Those who know Mr. Paul and his 
enthusiastic and original style when 
speaking will recognize the same style 
in his book. Refreshing stories of con- 
versions, brief sketches of individuals 
showing the courtesy, thoughtfulness, 
and devotion of the African Christian, 
amazing tales of God’s watchful care of 
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His own in times of danger all combine 
to make this little book fascinating reaq. 
ing for young and old alike, and a chal. 
lenge to do all in one’s power to get the 
Gospel to the attermost: parts of the 
earth. 

A number of photographs help the 
reader to have a closer acquaintance 
with the blind evangelist Paulo, with 
Nikodemo, who had been badly mauled 
by an African buffalo, but raised up of 
God to join the team, and with other 
Christians in the Congo. 


For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D:D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 30 to February 5 


Mon.—Acts 11:19-26. Revival in Antioch, 


PRAYER Succestions: “The hand of the 
Lord was with them: and a great num- 
ber believed, and turned unto the Lord.” 
Gospel success has these two qualities: 
hearers not only believe but turn: to ‘the 
Lord. It should be remembered that the 
first triumphs of Christianity (and they 
are our pattern) were in the great cities 
of the Roman world. These marvelous 
fruitages were the result of the work of 
the Holy Ghost through humble dis- 
ciples of Christ. The secret is in the 
above phrase: “The hand of the Lord 
was with them.” The effect was more 
than in the thinking of the converts; it 
was a change of heart. Men of like 
spirit and service will turn many to 
righteousness. Pray for revival, 


Tues.—Acts 12:1-10. God Is Able. 


PraYER Succestions: “The Lord hath 
sent his angel, and hath delivered me.” 
This was Peter’s second experience of 
miraculous deliverance from prison. A 
great volume of prayer ascended to the 
Lord for this second deliverance, “Many 
wére gathered together praying.” The 
peril to the Church seemed more im- 
minent at the time. . Times of trouble 
are times of danger and are calls for 
prayer. If our faith were more of the 
praying kind, we, too, would see more 
evidence of God’s hand in our times. 
Pray for God’s glory in the troubles of 
poor China, 


Wed.—Acts 12:11-17, 
Unbelievable but True. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “But Peter con- 
tinued knocking.” Doubts persist. often 
all through some prayer times. Our 
faith is small. We ask for merey, and 
fear we shall never have what we ask. 
We are quite like the people who prayed 
for Peter’s release from prison. The 
answer comes, ‘but it seems quite unbe- 
lievable, even when true. But the evi- 
dence, like Peter’s continued knocking, 
rebukes as well as cheers us. Thank 
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God that He is better than all our fears. 
He loves to be gracious. Believe Him, 
and rejoice in His faithfulness. Pray 
for larger faith in God. 


Thurs.—Acts 12:18-24. 
Warning for Political Despots. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “The angel of 
the Lord smote him.” The news of 
God’s sudden judgment upon wicked 
Herod was a warning to other godless 
rulers, and proved to be an aid to the 
success of the Gospel. In our time sev- 
etal despots have been cut off. by the 
Lord. Their doom is a solemn call of 
God to others in political positions of 
power to realize that God is GOD. “He 
putteth down one, and setteth up an- 
other.” He doeth what He will in the 
armies of Heaven and upon the earth. 
Pray against all godless rulers. 


Fri—<Acts 12:25 to 13:3. 
New Center for World Missions. 
Prayer Succestions: “The church that 
was at Antioch.” Jerusalem was the 
first base for Gospel proclamation, and 
from the Holy City all Judea and Sa- 
maria heard the Word of God. Honor 


_Was put upon the church at Antioch as 
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a base for giving the Gospel to Gentile 
nations. It was fitting that this base 
should be used for world missions. The 
Apostle to the Gentiles and his asso- 
ciate Barnabas were there in the provi- 
dence of God praying when the Spirit 
separated them unto this ministry. The 
place of prayer is always the base for 
great ministries, and God waits to bless 
praying people. Pray for a new work 
of God that will sweep multitudes into 
the Kingdom of God. 


Sat.—Ephesians 2:11-18. 

“Brought Near in the Blood of Christ.” 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Made nigh by 
the blood of Christ.” Not only are sins 
washed away in the blood of Christ, but 
pardoned souls are brought near to 
Christ and to one another in Him. The 
mind of man is incapable of thinking 
out any other way that can give a sin- 
ner pardon, peace, and kinship than the 
Gospel declares, and that is “in the 
blood of Christ.” None other was good 
enough to pay the price of sin and open 
Heaven's gate and let us in. Pray that 
you may properly value the blood of 
the Son of God. 


Sun.—Acts 26:9-18. 
Paul’s Mission to the Gentiles. 
PRAYER SucGcestions: “To open their 
eyes, and to turn them from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God, that they might receive for- 
giveness of sins, and inheritance among 
them which are sanctified by faith that 
is in me.” Here we have Paul’s commis- 
sion. He fulfilled his mission. Souls 
were delivered and saved. Their faith 
was in the Lord. They believed in their 
heart. Pray for more soul-winning 
preachers. 
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New YOU Can Be « REAL Seoul Winner 


Soul & aving Simplified 
By Rev. Earl J. Edwards, M.A., M.Th. 
(Evangelist and Bible Teacher) 


“Most unique and effective course ever offered.” — 
Dr. Keith L. Brooks, Editor, Prophecy Monthly. 


Complete in 12 easy lessons. Price: $5.00 


PILGRIM PUBLISHERS 136 Sell Isle Blvd. St Petersburg, Fla. 
Method R. No 
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“THE MOST APPEALING ARTICLES 
THAT | READ ANYWHERE” 
says a reader of 
The European Harvest Field 
published by the 
AMERICAN-EUROPEAN FELLOWSHIP 
15 Philipse Place Yonkers 3, N. Y. 
Sample copy free on request 





When answering advertisements, please men- 
tion The Sunday School Times as reference. 


s 
The Boy Who Discovered Easter 
An Easter one-act by Elizabeth McFadden 

Theme: the miracle of spring as illustrating the Paster 
story. Parts: 1 man, 2 women, 1 boy of 12. Time: 40 
minutes. Simple interior. Any Easter music preferred. 
Deeplv spirirual in its effect. This simple drama of faith 
and hope has been given over six hundred performances 
in the Sunday Schools of the United States. 

Price: 40 cents Royalty: $5.00 
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LITHUANIA CALLS! 


Hear the soul-hungry cry of 5,000,000 
Lithuanians scattered over the world— 
dispossessed, dissatisfied, without Christ 
and the Word of God. Less than 1 per 
cent profess Christ as Saviour! Since 
1928 we have preached Christ by word of 
mouth and printed page in three conti- 
nents. 

Write for the Bible Witness — FREE. Your prayers 
and help requested. Write to 

LITHUANIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION, INC. 


P. 0. Box 488-T Chicago 90, [linois 
Interdenominational —A Work of Faith 





for $1, or 
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BOOK BARGAINS 


We are selling out to Higley Press, Butler, Ind. 
we are offering bargain prices to reduce our stock. 


Until June, 
Hundreds 


of our customers have bought books in quantity for distribution 
at half price, postpaid. This means eight 25c books of one kind 
mn 20c books of one kind postpaid for $1. 

“JOCKO-HOMO HEAVENBOUND.” 

a statue unveiled in a New York church to show a man emerging 
from the shell of an ape. Our satire has not been popular with 
teachers of ape ances'ry. 

“THE GEE-HAW OF THE MODERN JEHU.” 
Bible drove “furiously.” 
the pulpit that all are children of God. 
we are descended from apes. 
the confusion. 

“SEVEN THUNDERS OF MILLENNIAL DAWN” 
prophecies of “Pastor’’ Russell that utterly failed. Embarrassed b 
the failure, Russellites adopted the name, “Jehoyah’s Witnesses,” 
and hope you will forget their background. 

“SPIRITISM” recites author’s experiments and experiences with 
mediums, hypnotists, and abnormal mental states. 

“RASTUS AGUSTUS EXPLAINS EVOLUTION” is 
Negro 


This title was suggested by 


The Jehu of the 
We now have drivers who tell us from 
In the schools, they say 
Book contains eight cartoons i!lus- 
In with the apes — out with the anges 

recites the 


fun. and 
di 


alect. 
PUZZLES OF GENESIS.” Genesis is the favorite battleground 


of teachers who would discredit the Bib‘e. 


You ma 


not agree with the author 100%, but 


if he helps you with only one puczle, the book is well worth the cost. 


“MISTAK 


ES GOD DID NOT MAKE” ar> mistakes that onl = Sen could avoid. 


If you 


know a student who is drifting from faith in God, give him this 


The above seven books are 25c each. 


Half price in quanti ies of eight or more of one kind. 


The five books next listed are 20c ea~h, or ten of one kind for $1. * 
“TOADSTOOL AMONG THE TOMBS” has eight cartoons, each a sermon in itself. 
“MAN, THE HARNESS MAKER” argues that God Himself, as well as His forces, may be 


harnessed. 
“EAGLE WINGS” is the printed form of a lecture entitled “Fat or Feathers.” : 
“ALIBI, LULLABY, BY-BY” is a satire on churches that “saw off the limb they sit on” by 


discrediting their Bible. 


“STOPPING THE STORK” has, with our consen‘, been twice reprinted in other publications. 


Two other books are so nearly 
TO PARADISE” and “DUST AND DEITY.” 


Any five of the fourteen books postpaid for $1. 


sold out that they are limited, one to a customer: “PUDDLE 


All fourteen for $2.80. 


HOMO PUB. CO., 5609 Washingten Ave., Ashtabula, Ohic 





jo 
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DR. HAROLD JOHN OCKENGA 
pastor 

PARK STREET CHURCH 
BOSTON 


MOODY 


BIBLE INSTITUTE 

Founded in 1886 by Dwight Ll. Moody 

820 N. LASALLE STREET 
CHICAGO 10, ILL. 





Dept. S 801 


“The greatest bulwark against 
total modernism. . . in this 


century ... has been the power- 


ful influence of Moody 
Bible Institute.” 


This statement by Dr. Ockenga was made during the November Christian Edvu- 
cation Conference, held in Boston ot the Park Street Church, and attended by 


representatives of some thirty Christian institutes, colleges and camps. 


“West Point of Christian Service.” For more than 

63 years the school has kept faith with the founder's 
ideal, training copsecrated young men and women in the 
English Bible. Dr. Ockenga’s statement is particularly sig- 
nificant when you consider— 


M wes BIBLE INSTITUTE has been aptly called the 


e@ That Moody has trained more than 50,000 students in its 
Day and Evening Schools, and thousands more in its world- 
wide Correspondence School. 


@ That over 2,200 former Institute students are on the for- 
eign field, serving in 89 countries and under 172 mission 


boards. 


@ That thousands more are serving at home as pastors, col- 
lege presidents, church musicians, rural missionaries and 
workers among foreign groups, prison and mission chaplains, 
and as officials of both independent and denominational mis- 
sion boards. 


© That the faculty, largest of any Bible school, is composed 
of 40 resident teachers, augmented by 14 special instructors. 


© That Moody was the pattern for nearly all Bible insti- 
tutes and the originator of the institute plan of Bible teach- 
ing and training. 


® Thus the influence of Moody-trained missionaries, pastors 
and Christian workers—reaching out to the far corners of 
the earth and into the fiber and being of nearly every evan- 
gelical movement—has, under God, stemmed the tide of 
modernism from completely engulfing America. 


FOUNDER'S WEEK IN CHICAGO 
JANUARY 30—FEBRUARY 5, 1950, will see thousands attending 


the nation-wide observance of the 113th anniversary of the 
birth of D. L. Moody. They will be ministered to by many of 
the evangelical leaders of our country. These are searching, 


expectant days of prophetic significance. Plan to attend. 
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